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EESY7R En7 acquainted with the mind and pur. 
| [RY __ of the Author of this enſuing Trea- 
| 15xV0) tiſe , and haning thereunts added thoſe 
| 2) © Is other Pieces (unto which 1 am no ftran- 
ER ger,) to make the Narration complete, 
as concerning the Boy of Bilſon ::11hought it my duty, 
after much ſolicitation, to communicate the whole tn 
Print z and ſo to make it jatis publici. And this ( 451 
thought) theſe very times did exatt. For now the Po. 
iſh Prieſts hane { cauterized their conſciences, and 
rub'd their fortheads, as that they take delight, and » wing, (among 
bluſh not,daily to forge and ceyue mot monitrows *113- many others) 
truths, all to ſupport their drooping and dropping Cauſe, 1," —_— 
Since therefore their appetites are ſo well whetted and ing the ſuppoſed 
ſet on edge (by what * Stone we may eaſily gheſſe, it be- Apoltaine of 
ing their due reward, ) as that they make no bones of ſhop _— 
whatſoener is ſet before them ; to fo their flomacks a don. 
while, let them be chewing this bit,. ( which otherwiſe —_ _ 
they ſhall not now eſchue,) Vt quamfalſa dicendo& of them hanged 
{cribendo voluptatem ceperint,candem vera /egendo 49 the Bojes. 
& aundiendo amittant. a EO —— 
Here then (good Reader ) in the firit phuce thou hat a © 
Treatiſe prgfeſſedly written for a Diſcouery of, and 
Caution 4g4ini# the enueazling protects of Romiſh 
Priefts,chiefly in that one particular, viz. their preten- 
ded Priettly Exorcizing and expelling of Dinels out 


. of bodies poſſeſſed. By which thou maiſt indee, whether 


theſe Mirabularics deſerne not the reputation of the 
Az rareft 


TotheChriftian Reader, 


rare Mountebanks of theſe times. Next followes, A 
faichfull Relacion (for ſo they name it) made by theſe 
Prieſts, touching heir proceedings with the Boy: 
< which they did purpoſely write and perſe Tothe 
© end (as they profeſſe) that all indiflterent mindes 
«may magnific and praiſe Almighty God, that 
< hath lefcſuch power to men,8&cc. ſuch(forſoorh)as 
they had, ia Exorcizing and coninring the Diuell 
within that Boy being their ſuppoſed deſperate Demo. 
niack. Which glorious worke of theirs when theſe Ro- 
man Aruſpices ſhaf, at their next enteruiew, recog- 
Cir. DO Mieabbe ſinon riſerint. Azd that ſo much the 
rather., after they haue peruſed the Remaine of this 
Booke,in which the Euent and ſucceſſe of the whole buſi. 
neſſe is truly related;and their formidable Mormo pro- 
wed no other then an Apiſh Cobalus.Whereby it will al. 
ſo come to pa that theſe Catholike Gentlemen (for 
*See their de- ſo they ſlile theſelues,alveit by their * outward garbe one 
ſerixtionsin this pp ul rather ſuſpect the for Seruing-men & attendants 
EMS. on ſuch perſons, quid grauius) ſhall be ſs cleerly con- 

6. os. - 07 J865 peJon;,ne quidy ſhall be ſo cleerly con 
#inced of palpavle Buackſaluing, as that a very meane 
Herata, knowing the houſe they come of, may blazon 

their Armes,and ſo expoſe the unto ſhame and laughter. 
But I will not intertaine thee ( gentle Reader) with 
any longer parle in tht entrance, after that 1 ſhall put 
* Jtheeinmind of that ſound aduiſe, which an Heathen 
Philoſopher long ſince preſcribed (but neuer ſo neceſſary 
"4 now, when Popik irepoitures are #/ rife, ) Vite 

Epicharmyy, NHOS. KALMEMNKED. ANLETEIN TY 2ich may be this 
enzliſh:4 Bee wiſe, and bee not haſty to belceue. 
which precious Amulet 1 commend vniothee,and All 

of vs 10 the rich mercy of our moft gracious God. 
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A DISCOVRSE 
CONCERNING - 
* Popiſh Exorcizing. 


Y 2 =3 Miracles being ( as Divine 
\>\©,J learning doth teach) a Worke 
Sd 2 of Omnipotencic, farre excee= 

2D ding all naturall power of any 
©). Creature , is the broad Seale_s 
& of Almightie'God, for the con- 

| firmation of Truth : which 
whoſocuer ſhall dare to counterfeit, muſt needs be 
guiltic ofno leſſe then high Treaſon againſt the ſu- 
preme Majeſtie. Neceſlarily therefore will it con- 
cerne, as in ſpeciall thoſe that take vpon them the 
Office of working Miracles in theſctimes, to feare 
and tremble at ſuch dangerous impietie; ſoalſoin 
generall every Chriſtian and religious Soule to be- 
ware, that he be not circumvented by any forgerie 
in this kind, and thereby drawne to admire and e- 
ſteeme,as the finger of God, the lewd and ridiculous 
iuglings of wretched men. For which end I hane 
aduentured to ſet downe certayne Aduertiſements, 
whereby others may bee reaſonably dire&ted how 


to diſcouer & auoid ſuch kind of Popilhdeluſions. 
B The 
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2 A Diſcourſe concerning 
The firſt Aduertiſement , 


Arzainft a falſe Propoſition of the Reomaniſts , who 4 
make the uſe of Miracles to be a perpetual and ne- | 
ceſſarie note of. the Catholike Church. 


T He Propoſition niuch inſifted-vpon and pref. 
ſed by Bellarmine, Coſter;Faltntian, and other. | 
Teſuites, is, that the vſe of Miracles s a neceſſarie,per- | 
pernall, and profitable Charatter and NM of the true In 
Cburch of Chriſt , aſwell in theſe Times as it was in. 
the Dayes of the 4po2/es;" This weare warranted: 
eo call a falſe Propoſition. Firſt , becauſe that Gi/7 
cannor bee called perpernall, which ceaſed by little. 
eb»y/of, and firtte ; inſfomuch thar: Saint Chry/aſtome and 
Augs Saint CL1g2#f7ine ,; could ſay of their owne times 
(which borderednearevpon the Dayes of the Pri-. 
mitiue Church) thar divers kind of _1poFolical 
Miracles were then ceaſed. How much lefle there- 
fore can; this Power bee :expeted. in theſe latter, 
Times,of whichthe Romanifts owne Biſhop(who 
filled in'the dayes of King Henry the eight, and. 
whom'they have magnified with the Title of a 
| Martyr,tharis,a Witneſſe of the Truth) did. auouch, 
26h, Rofſenſ.=- Taying, The promiſe of God touching Miracles , | 
/ ogy God would not hane to be perpetnall inhis Church. et 
; ag _ Secondly, if they were neceſſarie (eſpecially) for 
theconfirmation of the Do trines of Faith, as the 
Romitſh Pricſts doe in their Exorciſmes profeſlc ; 
then would not S. Gregorie, the firſt and grea- 
reſt Pope of that name , haue held them neceffarie 


onely for the firſt begetting , breeding, and nour- 
cing 


© OY > 
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cing of the Chnrth : Een as (fichhe) the watering Greg.hm.ggs 
of plants is neceſſary, when they are firft planted which, * E101g- 
after they be come to growth,will be of no vſe. Which - 
ſentence'sf S. Gregorie_ , did peraduenture draw 

the like Aﬀ4ertionfrom'the quill of the Tefnit Del- 

rio laying (although Kinewhar mincing it) Por the peviory; ping. 
eftablijhing of the Faith, there &© now little necefiitie Mag, Tom.z.l.q. 
of Miracles, or none at all Brit more thorrowly their 

faid Biſhop, whoholdeth them nor neceſſarie , but 
for the time bf the birth and breeding of the Church. sofenſ. ſap. 
Wherecunto (to forbeare any further ſearch after = 
Witneſſes) their Teſuit Aco#a accordeth ; Theres dofta lofi ds /4- 
bting a difference (faith he) betweene the primiting ner cn 
Times and theſe Dayes whtretn we lint, for what need 

we any confirmationby Miracles ? Sm. - 

Thirdly, touching the profirableneſſe of Miracles 

in the latter Ages of the World, SaintChryſotome 

durſt ſay, that it i more profitable to want them ; it Clrypft, as lee 
bring a matter of greater worthineſſe to belcene with- is —_— by 
out them, Yea, their owne Preacher., ettring into A 
this contemplation, taught publikely,that 2zracles sretts ntme.n 
now would be rather an hindrance vnto Faith. Ard 

I cannot belecue he ſpake without booke, {ſeeing 

that our Saniour Chriſt (as Sainc Aneuſtine Obſer- 1uz.rran. 3 
ucth) hath giuenws a caution, ageinſt theſe Miracles * 1%h.g, 
mongers, willing vs to take heede that we be not decei- yy. 1,.. 
ved. Whercof their Teſuit will giue vs ſomereaſon, 

cnen, Becanſe that 51 the time of Antichriſt it will bee 4cota leſ. de 
hard to diſcerne true Miracles from falſe>. Where EEE 
then ſhall a Chriſtjan caſt Anchor in ſogreatdan- ** 
ger of ſeducement by Antichriſtian Hiracles ? the 
true anſwere to this will gine vs full YatisfaRtion; 

B 2 and 


Acoſta ibid, 
Li, cap.10. 


Hows. 49. itt 
Matth. 


H1;8. Domus 
Lauret. - 
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4 A Diſcourſe concerning 


and this wee hane confeſſed by the mouth of the | 


ſame Teſuit, as'abſolutely as any Proteſtant can 
profeſle. 04+ frongeft hold (ſaith he) mmi? be the 
holy Scriptures , which are of more ſtrength than any 
Miracles : nor canthe Seruant of Chriſt hane a ffron- 
ger Fort againſt the power of Antichriſt. Which 
Tenet, concerning the ſecuritic of Chriſtians by 
Scriptures , was anciently held before thedayes of 
Antichriſt, as wereade in the ancient Authour of 
the worke—, pailing vnder the name of S. Chryſo. 
ftome : True Chriſtians (faith hee) were diſcerned in 
former times by Miracles, but now by Scriptures. This 
is the Fort which will defend vs, and therefore we 
aboucall things ought to defend it. 


wad 


The ſecond Aduertiſement; 


Shewing the falſe Aſſumption of the Romaniſts , in 
challenging to themſelues __ of Miracles, «s 
a perpetual gift peculiarly belonging to their Ro- 
mane Church. 


Lthough the Teſuit 7 arſeline talketh and boa- 

ſterh of many maruelous Miracles, daily done 
in 7:aly, Which (as he ſaith) are no leſſe glorious than 
thoſe miracles inthe dayes- of old: yet doubt we not 
ro call this Aſſumption a meerely vaine preſumpti- 
on: For if wee require them to ſhew vs in their 
Church the power of Prephecie, they might take 
(I thinke) a Lanterne to ſeeke thorowourall 7:aly, 


and not. find any one whom they can point ut to 
AN: ee 


Popiſh Exorcigimg. 5 
bee profeſſedly a Propher. If we inquire after the 
Lift of Tongues, to ſpeake ſtrange languages, where 
can they ſhew this ? Miracles (faith the Apoſtle) 
are for vnbeleeners,or Infidels: and no Miracle more 1.Cer.14, 23, 
neceſlarie for the conuerſion of 1nfidels in the 1ndjes 
than to be able to ſpeak the languages of thoſe Na- 
tions, becauſe Faith commeth by hearing , and hea- Remao.17. 
ring of a knowne language. Yet wee know that the 1.Cor.r4, 
Prieſts, who daily labour for the conuerſion of 
thoſe 7nfidels, confeſſe that they are glad to labour 
and ſtudie Moneths and Yeares, to learne the lan- 
guages of thoſe Countries, | 
But, to ſpeake more generally, How can this be 
ſaid to be a perpetuall Badge of the Roman Church, 
whereof a famous Biſhop (lining but about foure- 
ſcore yeares ſince) being poſed by Luther, ro ſhew 
in all Europe where there was any that could pro- 
feſle himſelfe endowed with thar Gift; anſwered 
plainly, and without any Parable (ſpeaking of the 
power of Miracles) Cuius (faith he) effectum nunc roffenſ. in Luth. 
nullam cernimus : Whereof wee ſee no effet# in our de Caps, Babyl. 
dayes. Cap-I11, 
When wee further inſiſt, and aske, concerning 
this great ſigne of the ordinarie worke of Miracles, 
where this $:arre doth appeare ? ſurely,not at their 
Jeruſalem, the Citie of Rome ; nor yet in Europe, 
their /arie, for they ſend vs to ſeeke it in thenew- 
found World, in the conuerſton of Pagans; pro- 
felling (as it may ſeeme) and that wſtly with their 
Eſpencaeus, that Miracles are no where neceſſarie, but z[an :.rim.3 
among Infidels, Here then, if any where, we are to 
ſeckeit, to wit, in the Indies ; where behold Bel- 
B 3 larmine, 


Acoſta Ieſ. de 
ſalate Indor. let. 


Batar. l.a. de 
Notts Eccleſe 
C.1 4. 


ARK.2, Ils 
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larmine, and theirother Hagi docſer it rifing (as 
it were) in the Zaſt=Indtes , and ſetting in the Weſt. 


Indies. No'queſtiontherefore , but wee arclike to 
findit in thoſe tmates; that whichis their ordinaric 
Aſſumption. i. $i s/w hf e 

For confutation whereof we need tiot totraudi 
ſo farre, to trie this; two famous teſurtes, who haug 
beene moſt conuerſant there, and taken (as is ſaid) 
moſt paines for the conuerting of 1fidels xo the 
Faith of Chri/ft, come vnto vs by their Bookes, and 
tell vs, the one, that this Aſumprionis falle ; the o- 


ther, though auouched by them, yer nor ſaying 


thatir is true. For of the Eaſt Indies , their Jeſuit 
Acoſta ſaith aſſcucrantly ; Prodigia nulla facimuc, 
ſigna nnlla edimws : We worke noWonders, weſbew ns 
Miracles, Inthe Weſt Indies, whomore reſident 
than their Teſuite Xavier , whom they repart to 
haue beene their 7 hanmaturews, and to heue healed 
lame, dumbe, deafe, blind, yea and to haxe raiſed the 
dead 10 life. Notwithſtanding , when wee conſult 
with Francs Xauter himſelfe , in his Volumeof E- 
piſtles, dire&ed vntothe Fathers of his owne Socte- 
tie, vnto Cardinals, and others of beſt eſteeme ; 
hee maketh no mention there of theſe miraculous 
works. Which wee doubt not but hee would hauec 
done, if any ſuch As had beene wrought. For we 
may not thinke that Tcſuites- would profeſſe more 
modeſtie, in thiskind , than the holy T{poſties of 
Chri#, who, to the gloric of God ,: and comfort of 
his Church , did profeſſe to reucate and report 
(ſpeaking of their Miracles) Magnalia Det; The 
wondrous works of "God, Therefore we take this his 
| | not 


©. Popiſh Exoretgne, *. 
not verifying the report of his. Miracles, focom- 
monly ſuggeſted;and fopreedily intertayned by o- 
3 thers,toatnountto.noleffe rhan the deniall of them 
robe true. 7 | 

Let meadde vnto Francs Xauter their Francit de FradeViAl. Ree- 
FVitoria, Profeſſor of Diuinitic in Spaine, who dif. 3/2 
ciiſhngthis great point; whether rharthe Doftrine 
of Chriſt were {oſiifficiently reucaled vnto the 1»fi- 
dels of theſe times, by Word, or Miracles , that they, 
þ which would not bee -conuerted', mightiuſtly bee 
condemfied of-fo- vnpardonable obſtinacie;, as to- 
deſerneto bee perſecuted by Sword ; after his deli- - 
berate and earneſt ſearch to fatisfie himſelfe and o-- 
thers in this, anfwereth (concerning Miracles ) 
Siena nlla audio: 1 heare of no Miracles. 


TT 


, ___ Thethird Aduertifement; 


Shewing that it hath beene a cnſtome among Romiſh' 
Prieſts, willing ly to deceinethe people by counterfeit: 
Acts and Reports. 


J Ow thall this bee newes to Any, who hath: 
beene acquainted with ſome oftheir owne Au- 
/ thors ? One confeffing , thar People are deceined by ;yamupa. 

falſe miracles, deniſed by Prieſts , and ſuch as adhere | 
wnt0 them. Aſccond, remembring (as hee himſelfe aetchios cane « _ 
faith) with griefe ſome Hiftorians, abuſing the credu- loc-Theol, F 
litie of the people, by relating the miracles of Saints... , 
A third inueighing againſt the prodigalitic of ſome = - 


| 2 | Fs . : Era. ante lib,. 
) vaine Reports of falſe miracles. Afourth,and = 8 Conſe. Au, 


\ J 
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Aerippa de va fift partly ſcorning , and partly abhorring their fa- 

ne. ſcien.  bulousrelations, and vaine forgeries of Miracles. 

4 32Z Theſeconfellions may Exe for the preſent.  _--/; 

4 2 . » 

[. 23,6,8, We necd not be inquilſtiue into Examples fetcth 
from other Countries , concerning the juggling 
tricks of the Friars of former times , which haue 

* Hifloireadmi- beene dete&ed to their ſhame;nor yet of a late* 4el- 

rable de la Þoſ® 2yirable Hiftorie (as they call it) of notable Exor- 


ef5ion of con- : h : . 
pr tone Ciſmes,performed at Saint Baume in France, which 


Penitente, ſe» will hereafter bewray it ſelfe by its owne contradi= 
> 6 Lo *:. ions: becauſe our owne halte Iſle, cuen little Ex- 
corduite a la F. gland, will befound to abound as much with varie- 
Baume pow) tie of falle Miracles, as Africke with Monſters. For 


nr, o o = o 
Preexige, here hath becne ſcenc a Maid with a miraculous 4- 


ſoubs rautorite pron, caſting little flaſhes of lightning inthe darke 
4 K.P. F. Seba- (for this allo was a worke of darkneſſe) and ealily 


PSs. done by an artificial! tinure of Sulphure. Not 


Prieur de Couent 


Rojal de la S. Jong after (which the World gazed at) they pro- 


T— 5. duced the Image of Garnet the Icſuite in a ſtraw : 
AlaRgneRe- Wherein there was nothing more wonderfull, than 


gemte, Paris. thatany ſhouldaccountir miraculous, it being (by 
Side RG. © theconfeflion,vpon oarh, of ſuch Recuſants as had 
Ir was tranſl2- kept it) 20 more like Garnets face than any other 
eedinto En. 2295; and fo little exceeding the power of man 


liſh, accors ; 
ng totheo. (therefore no Miracle,) as that a young youth ad- 


riginall Copic, di&&ed to the arte of limbing did then draw (and 


pms that more perfe&tly) a number of ſuch like, in the 
5 . 
1613. which | huskes of cares of Wheat, in one day. 


Edition ishere The Booke intituled, 4 Declaration of egregious 


fo l : . . 
rnncd. Impoſtures pradtized by Romiſh Priezts, ſetteth forth. 


Printed, Anno | : , 
D-mini 1603, Whole Pageants of counterfeit Exorciſmes ; one 


vpon Sara Williams, another vpon herlifter , = 
00 


fot DIR A a RE TEAR TI AT: 
% 
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wood Williams, athird vpon Anne Smith, a fourth 
vpon Richard Mayne Gentleman, a fift vpon one 
Harwood, the ſeruant of that Babington, who was 
exccuted for treaſon. The Prieſts, who are recko- 
ned as Agents in theſe feats, are named to haue 
beene Maſter Dibadaile, Maſter Sherwood, Maſter 
Cornelius, Maſter Stampe , Maſter Edmonds, alias 
Weſton, Maſter Drylaxd, Maſter Terrill, Maſter T al- 
lice, Maſter Ballard, with others ; and in concluſi- 
on, all miraculous Exorciſfs , by the confeſhons 
(vpon oath) of foure of the parties themſclues that 
wereexorcized : albeit it was proucd to be nothing 
but deceitfull cunning, and plaine coſenage. 
Although theſe and the like pranks haue beene 
often hiſled of the Stage, for ſtale and groſle forge- 
nes, yet notwithſtanding haue they aduentured to 
publiſh that, which they call 4 fairhfall Relation of 5, hiruh. 
their proceedings, in exorcizing the Boy of Bilſon, as tion whol:, in 
poſſeſſed of the Dexill, Which Relation who ſo = Ws 
readeth, ſhall thinke that hee hath ſeene a Comedze, "— 
wherein the Aftors,which preſent themſelues, are 
theſe; A craftic o/d may, teaching the feats and 
pranks of counterfeiting a perſon Demonzacall and 
poſleiſed of the Dexill; rhe next, a moſt docible, D 
ſubtle, and expert young Boy, farre more dextrous 
inthe Prattique part, than his Maſter was in the 
Theorie ; after him appcare three Romilh Prieſts, 
the Authors of ſeducement, conjuring their onely 
imaginarie Denz/s,which they brought with them; 
and laſtly, a Chorws of credulous people ealily ſedu- 
ced, not ſo muchby the ſubtlerie of thoſe Prirfts, 
as by their owne ſottiſhneſle ; which will hereaf- 
ter be berter manifeſted, - 0 The 
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The fourth Aduertiſement; 


Shewine , that Remiſh Prieits haue thought it lawful 
for them , to delude men by forged Miracles, and 
feined Relations or Reports , wnacr ſomereligious 
Pretences. 


FE in praiſe of vnlawfull things they were not 
 perſwaded that they may doe them lawfully , 

there might bce ſome hope that they would at 

length bee brought to deteſt their diſhmulations : 

bur now that they varnith their godleſle forgeries 

with the colour of Godly intentions, how-can we 

euer expect that they will renounce their cuſtome 

of lying? And .thatitis ſo,in ſome Romilh Prieſts, 

their owne Cane wil witneſſe, where he inueigherh: 

exm/oc. Theo, againſt ſome, 21s pretatrs loco auxernnt mendacia. 
lLtoC.6, pro religione fingere, thatis ; Who hold it a point of 
goalineſſe 10 lye for the aduantage of Religion. Asallo 
Eraſmnus,complayning of others who indeauour to 

Eraſincenſurs EXCITE men to their Religion, Fabuls vans , & f- 
ante lib, Corfeſſ, tis miraculss, thatis, By vaine fables , ana feignea. 
Aly. miracles. Yea, and their CZerippa purteth this in 
toe Catalogue of vaine ſciexces, and not without 
indignation; 9ni pie nonnihil admentientes ſup- 

Aerirra de van, POPnnt reliquias, fabricant miracula, confingunt ter- 
ſeicat.c.g79, ribiles fabulas , that is, Who by the mixture of ſome 
godly lyes deniſe ſuppoſutitions reliques, forge mira- 


cles, and faine fearefull fables. The like complaint 


Pinesin Az. de made their Yes againſt their deuoar yes. 


cit. Dilaze We may iuftly recount among theſe the Romilh. 


 Dottrine of 1ndu{gences, which ({ince the Coun - 


cell. 
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cell of Trent) is by Pope Pius Quartms added vnto Pius Sum in 
the Romane Creed ; albeit,at the time of their firſt /91194 ramen. 
inuention , they were indged by men learned and 
profeſſed in the Romane Religion, tobe no better 
than pie fraudes, that is, Godly deceits. And what a, jy, gw 
ſhall wee ſay of their Hiſtorie, called the Leg2nd, lent.reports, 
graced with no leſſe a Title than Aurea , Golden , 71*-de Indus, 
which it was lawfull to tranſlate into any language, *' 
that it might lie open vntoall people, for their in- 


ſtruction in the fundamentall points of Poperie, 


when as yet the written Word of God, and the ſa- 

uing Goſpel! of Telizs Chrift, was purpoſely ſhut and 

locked vp in a ſtrange tongue? Notwithſtanding, 

it cannot be denied, if we belecue their owne Do- rper.inrim, 
Rors , that rhere is not a more abſurd booke thanit : Digreſſ. 1. 
Or thus ; By the fables and foeleries whereof the Rejard pref. 


ante;Homn. de 


Truth it ſeife s ouerthrowne: Or thus Wherein there Lou 


are more Monſters than Miracles. 
R a a R Canus loc. 
And the counterfeit 27racles, by Exorciſmes, Theol, Lii.cs, 


wrought by Prie#s in France and England,haue (as 
their owne Relations doe manifeſt)a double inten- 


' tion,to wit,of gayning eſtimation vnto the Przeſts, 


and bcliefe vnto that which they call their Catho- 
lique Cauſe. Nor may any obie&, that ſuch forge- 
ries are wrought by ſome obſcure men, of ſmall 
indgement, or lefſe conſcience ; for theſe are Prieſts 
who haue their miſſion, and comiſhon from Rome, JPY 
being ſent (as they ſay) to ſuffer perſecution for the 
Romane Cauſe : for the which ſome of them are in 
the Catalogue of their Martyrs, as namely, Dibday, 
Ballard, Harrington; who, with the other Priefts, 


in acting theſe-parts, were of the ſame Faith with 
| C 2 their. . 


Declar. of 
Inpoſt, 


W:{d, [IIs 
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their fellow Prieſt Thomſon, who held thoſe their 
practizes to be good, and the credulitie thereunto 
Godly. 


— 


The fift Aduertiſement; 


Shewing the falſehood of their former Preſumption : 
and proaing, that no pretext of good intention, or 
purpoſe whatſoener , caninſtifie any lying wonder, 
or yet any falſe Report thereof. 


E haue ſcene what masks theſe deceiuable 


Miraculizts doe put on, not onely for co. 


ucring,but cuen alſo countenancing their owne de- | 


ceitfulneſle, to wit, their pretence of Denotion, Re- 
lizion, Godlineſſe - in all which there is a good in- 
tent, which is tothem the ſoule of ſuch ations. 
Surely, if this kind of dealing were lawfull, then 
might itbe vſed,cſpecially for the gayning ofmens. 
ſoules, for the credit of the Meſſengers of God,and 


his Chri/t, or for the ſupremeend of all, which is 


the glorie of God. 
But none of theſe ſo gracious and glorious pre- 


tences can excuſe them. Firſt , not the gayning of 


mens ſoules, becauſe it is written , The mouth that 
lyeth ſlayeth the ſoule. Now Charitie, by Gods Law, 
beginnethata mans ſelfe ; and can it thenconſort 
with Charitic, that, for the ſauing of another, any 


man may murther himſelfe? And ſecondly, neither 


will it ſuffer to intend the credit of Gods Mznifters, 
and the eſtabliſhing of their meſſage of Faith, be- 


cauſe. 
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 Popiſh Exorcizing, 13 
cauſe this muſt needs be not onely damnable in ir 
ſelfe, but alſo damageable to the Fairh both of the 


Preachers and Hearers. The firſt the Apoſtle pro- 
ueth, by reprouing them that ſhould /ay of che 4- 


poſtles, rhatthey taught men to doc euil{, that good roms.s. 


might come thereof: of which Calumniators hee 
concludeth, ſaying, Whoſe damnation i inſt. And 
if it be damnable to ſay that of any vniuſtly, then is 
it twice damnable for any to doe enill that good may 
come thereof. Concerning the ſecond, the ſme A- 


poſtle isas dire&t. 1fwe (ſaith he) preaching Chri# x.Cor.15.146. 


zo be riſen from the dead, Chriſt be proned not tobe ri- 
ſen, then is our preaching in vaine, as being falſe wit. 
neſſes ; and then is alſo your faith in vaine. Noting, 
that the preaching, and conſequently writing of 
fillchood doth gayne nothing but loſle of credit 
to the Preacher, and engender infidelitie in him 
that was a beleeuer : whichare due wages, the one 
of wiltall lying, the other of light credulitie. Nor 
yet will it preuaile, that for the honour of Chr:f,, 


whoſcattribute is Truth, they prattize to decciue loh.r 4.6. 
by a Lze, the right cognizance of the Dewi, who is 1.8.44. 


a Lier from the beginning : for what ſocietie then 
can there be betwixt Crit and Satan ? 

Laſtly, the end of all goods ends, the glorie of 
God, cannot priuilege any mans lie. The f#/ends of 
Tob diſputed againſt him, though ignorantly,thin- 
king him to be an Zypocrite; and their whole ſcope 
was to magnifie the tutice of God vpon him : but 
Toh, holding nothing to bee more diſhonourablcto . 
God than to pleade for him by a lie, ſtands at de- 
fiance with them that ſought to pleade after that - 

C 3 man- - 


Job1 7. 


Hcb.,6.18. 
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mannerg anſwering, with deteſtation of that Fr 


rour,Willyou ſþ wickedly for God;and talke deceitful- 
ly for him? will you accept his perſon ? will you yet con- 
tend for God? do you ſo mocke him? fhallnor bus excel- 
lencie make you affraid ? What refutation can bee 
more emphaticall, or yetmore tuſt? for it is writ- 
ten, Jt « impoſtble for God tolye ; and as zmpoſiible 
muſt we thinke it for Godto approue or iuſtifice any 
lie, how much lefle wilfull lying? Vhat then are 
they to forfeit, who ſtampea fained pretence, as it 
were a falſe face vpon a Mzracle,the att of Gods om- 
nipotencie, which ſhould therefore haue engrauen 
on it Tr«th, the firft attribute of the God-head, 
the perfe&t Image of the God of Ceſar (thatis) 
that it be a true Miracle? 


——— — "0. Ws 


The ſixt Aduertiſement ; 


Diſcouering their doctrine of Mentall Reſeruation, 
which we may inſtly ſuſpett to be the art of concea- 
ling their deceits , whenſoener they abuſe men by 
their falſe reports, 


E i Heir Irental! Reſernation is (as they define it) 
a mix? Propoſition, partin ſpeech, and part in 
minde : as when a Prieſt, being in any danger to 
be diſcouered , is examined whether heebe a Ro- 
miſh Prieſt? who notwithſtanding doth anſwere; 
1am no Romiſh Prief, (retayning in his minde this 
clauſe) Totellit vnto you ; (or) that you may know, 


or thelike : and the latter clauſe of the minde (ay 
| they) 
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they) maketh the words, 74am no Prieft, (otherwiſe 
falſe in themſelues) to be true, as 1t were one Pro- 
poſicion. And thus they thinke to auoyd the guile 
of a lie. 

This Sophiſtrie did Maſter Garzet teach in wri- 
ting, and practized it egregiouſly in the Tower: 
and this Maſter Parſons did vehemently defend, 
which other Prieſts vſed asa Gygas Ring,to become 
inuiſible to men; that no Examiner could eſpiean 
of their Prieſt-hoods. | 

If they thinke ir lawfull thus cunningly to e- 
quinocate, for the preſeruation of their owne bo- 
dies, and-the-bodies of others, will they not iudge 
it neceſſary, for the gaining of mens loules, trowe 
we? Whatcredit then ſhall wee ginevnto ſuch re- 
ports, which they ſhall falſly inuent , to draw men 
vnto their Religion, by ſaying. (as they haue moſt - 


falſly done)ſucha Proteſtant Biſhop died in the Ro- 


miſh faith; or ſuch a Boy was exorcized and diſpoſ- 
feſſed of the Deuif,by the helpe of a Romitlh Prieſt? 
Or ſucha viſcon of our Lady appeared vnto me, tel- 
ling me that [ cannot take the Oath. of Alegearce, 
without mortall ſjnne? To theſe men we obict, Are 
you ſo vnconſcionable asto lye thus? They readily 
will anſwere vs, we lye not, for we did equiuocate. 
As for example, He died a.Catholike,(reſeruins) for 
ought that you ſhall know:and the Boy was diſpoſſeſſed 
by a Prieſt,(releruing)f diſpoſſeſſed: And the bleſſed 
Firgin appeared vnto me,(relerning) but only inmy 
conceit. This being rae profelled guile and deceir- 
of thele kind of men, we haue uſt cauſe not to be=. 
lecuc them. 

The. 


Mat.5.37. 
Zames 5.12. 


*CiCs Offic Q 
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The ſeuenth Aduertiſement; 


Shewing that Mentall reſeruation 7s zo better thay 
lewae lying. 


"T" His tricke of Mental reſernation hath beene 
ſufficiently proued to be not only a /e, bur c- 
uen the blacke Art of lying. As for example; If a 
Teſuite, being asked whether hee be the true Sub- 
ie&tofthe King of Grear Brittaine , ſhall anſwere, 
contrary to their meaning, 7am, (but reſeruing in 
his minde this negatiue particle) oz;can this make 
one Propolition? Is it not rather a Contradi&ion, 
and conſequently a flat lye ? Let Tra it (elfe 
ſpeake, Let your yea be yea (faith Chriſt,) and your 
nay be nay : wherein as raſh ſwearing is forbidden, 
ſo is true ſpeaking comanded. Now I ſuppoſe that 
nonecan denie but, 7 az, is yea, and, 14am not, is 
nay ; and conſequently that their, 1am, is alewde 
lze. And that indeed all ſuch Reſernations (as can- | 
not be qualified with ſome circumſtance of ſpeech, 
which vnto the1ntelligent hearer can no way im- 
port that heis no Prie#) are vndoubtedly a /ye_, 
hath beene ecuinced from the teſtimonies of the 
learned men of their owne Schooles, ina Treatiſe 
purpoſely not long fince writ vpon that ſubie&. 
Only I adde for this preſent, that this Arte of 
Mentall Reſernationtranſcendeth all the wit, not 
only of Heathen men,buteuen thepraftice of De- 
ils intheir Equinocations. For the Heathen, in 
ſaying, Inran lingua, mentem iniuratamn gero, were 
ſo farte from execuling this from a ye, that = 
| calle 
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called it falſe; only they thought ir(but erroneoul- 
ly)lawful for them to licin ſuch caſe of neceſſitie ; 
when they had to deale with Pirates and Out- 
lawes. But itncuerentred intro the Morall or Lo- 
gicall apprchenfions of theſe great Maſters of 
Learning, to conceiue otherwiſe of ſuch Romiſh 
ſecret Notions, than as of very /ces. 

' The Demils, wee know, did Equinocate in their 

Oraclcs, but only by a verball Equiuecation, con- 
ſiting of an ambiguitic of words of double and 
doubtfull ſignification : wherein although there 
were deceit, yet was it notbya flatlic , but by an 
indire& truth. Forexample, To ſpcake toa man, 
denying thathe hath any money, and to ſay, yes 
fellow, thou haſt a crowne (meaning, the crowne 
of his head ;) the verbal! Equiuocation is in the 
word, Crowne, whereby the man is decciued by 
the indire&, but yet true ſence of the ſame word. 
Neuerthelefle theſe (we confeſle) were called lying 
Oracles, not becauſe of their verball Equiuecations, 
but becauſe thereby they did ſeduce men into Er- 
rours. But cMentall Reſernationis ſuch a Cacizs' dem 
as neyther Man, or Deuill by any circumſtance of 
Ipcech can pollibly ſpie out. 


—_ _—— 


The eight Aduertiſement ; 
Shewing the meanes to diſcerne falſe Miracles, by wa- 
derflanding the properties of thoſe that are true. 


'E Hereare foure obſcruable properties ofdiuinc 
_* Miracles : I. is thatthe worke of the Miracle 


D be 
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be done Tranſcendently, by excceding all power of 
Nature or Art; TI. Preſently, without delay ; 
ITI. Perfedly, without defe&;TheT V. is in re- 
ſpe of the forme, Szncerety, voyd of idle Super- 
ſtition. Thele are the true CharaRers of diuine 
working, by whichif rhe Aﬀts of Romiſh Prieſts 
be duely examined, they will be found exorbitant 


__ in all. 


Theninth Aduertifement; : 


Shewing the falſhood of ſuch Romiſh praitizes; be- 
cauſe they are not done by a tranſcendent power. 


A Erhough the power of falſe c1iracles, pro- 
pheſied of by our Sautour Chrift, ſhall ſome- 
times worke ſuch great wonders, as are able zo de- 
cerne, if it were poſable, the very Elec ; lorhat wee 
4cofiarerde muſt confeſle (with their owne Ieſuite) that Falſe 
temp.nowſſ, eHMiracles are ſometimes ſo like vnto true , that they 
ey 9,  Canhardlybe diſcerned; which (as another of them 
| ya acknowledgeth) The Denuillworketh by ſecret, but 
naturall meanes , yet ſuch as deceine the ſight and 
zndgements of men: Notwithſtanding many others 
are done only by either naturall, or elſe artificiall d 
workings. As namely all that are not done either 
preſently or perfectly, as {hall be thewed. But be it 
that the workes done by theſe P77e3#s, could ſeeme 
to be done as perfeRly as they would haue them, 

yetcan they ſauourof nothing but mans craft. 


To inſtance but onely .in that .one thing, 
| whege- . 


Mar.13.22, 
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wherein (as it ſeemeth )} they ioyntly glorie z 
which is the adoration done by bruite beaſts, 
as namely by a. Mule, a cade Lambe, anda Ma- 
ſtiffe Dogge , vnto the Hoaſt ih the Sacrament. 
Why haue you neuer ſeene Apes and Babions ſo 
diſciplined,as to kneele downe, and make courtſie? 
Did not Bankes teach his Horſe the like feates ; 
When to acquit himſelfe of the ſuſpition of dea- 
ling with the Deni/, hemade his Horſe Morocco 
to kneele downe before a Crucifix in France? 
Come we neerer to our Exorci#s , and ſee their 
doings, and wee find (by the confeſſions of their 
owne Patients) that if there be any diſeaſe,as ſup- 
poſe the Mother, then they call this a Dezil/; and 
if therebe none, yer through violent and vntempe- 
rate working by their hallowed fumes and ſulphu- 
rous odours, which they vſe in their Exorciſmes, 
they make a Deni/l, that is, ſome diſeaſe; and after, 


- by ſuffering their ſuppoſed Demontack to take a 


little reſt, O then behold a Miracle ! forſooth, they 


Bellay. Boxing, 


and the: Admi- 


rable Hiſt, 


haue ſtilled the Deuill. I ſhould but take paines 


fot repentance to buſic my ſelfe , or my Reader 
with ripping vp the friuolous VVonders, which 
they haue regiſtred, touching the power of expel- 
ling of Deails, If any mans appetite ſerue him for 
theſe iunkets,let him reade their Legend, touching 
ſuch Maruels, and he may ſoone ſatisfie, yea, and 


ſurfeit himſelfe. 
D 2 The 


Avalen,'n Mat. 
8.4.15, 


Mark, 8.24,25. 


ALxlendbid. 


A-altaſ Cochelet. 
P.ilejt bonor. 
cap.31. 
D-tr.01:ſdiſq, 
Mag,l.1,C.3, 
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Thetenth Aduertiſement; 
Shewing (for the better diſcerning of falſe Miracles ) 


the TI. andT[ T1. Properties, which «, tobe done 


Preſently and PerfeRly. 


'F* He ſecond, which is Preſently, their owne Bi- 

. ſhop cAbulenſicharth —_— : Nullum mird- 
culum ſucceſfiue eſſe fattum , ſed ftatim , quando 
ral mY pK P.; && Chriſt non 0 
Miracle by piece-meale, but out of hand, ſo {cone as 
hee would haue it done, What can. bee obicted 
againſt this , but only the cure of him that 
was blind, whom Chriſt made firſt to ſce, and after 
ro ſee perfectly ? Torthis the ſame Biſhop anſwe- 
reth moſt fitly, that This may be ſaid to haue beene— 
done preſently, becauſe ſuddenly,and as ſoone as hee_2 
would hauc it done. 

The third, to docit Perfedly,is as well acknow- 
iedged to bea proper charatter of a true Miracle, 
whereby dinine Miracles are diſlinzuiſhed from 
thoſe that are Denuilliſh : and that When they that ave 
cured relapſe into their former diſeaſes,it & a certaine 
ſigne that it is not the gift of God,, whoſe workes are 
perfec?, Now letvs weigh the Prieſts prattizes in 
theſe ſcales, and their workes will bee found too 
light, as not being done Preſently - for theſe Exor- 
ciſts labour alwayes vpon their parties poſſeſſed as 
Phyficians doe vpon their Patients, conſuming 
monethes in pra&izing their Art, before they can 


ſcemeto haue finiſhed their cure. Soit fell out with. 


the Exorcifts at Saint Baume in France, at Denham 
| in 
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in Buckinghamſhire, at Hackney necre London, 'and 
at Bilſon in —_— 


Then that they are not ſo Perfedly holpen,doth See hereafter. 


appearc by the Exorci#s often boaſting, how they 
driue the Dexi/! (as though it werea running gow- 
ciſh ſpirit, flitting from one ioynt to another) ſom- 
time into the Tongue, ſometime into the Toe, and 
fometime into places, for modeſtie not to. bee na- 
med. VVherein they play with the Dexi/l only as 
idle fellowes doc with their Apes, making them 
$kip from one placetoanother; when as the power 
of diuine Exorciſme was inſlantly and abſolutely to. 
expell the Deui/l, but not todally and ſport with 
him in his hold of poſſcſhon, 


— —_— yy — */ 
EN - 


The cleucnth Aduertiſement , 


Shewing the laſt note of falſe Miracles , by want of” 
the feurth propertie of trae workes, to wit, religi- 
91 Sinceritie withous Superitition. 


A Sainft this they crre both in their manner,in- 
ſtrumenrs, and end of working. The manner 


is by viing ſome ſer forme of words. 


— 


The twelfth Aduerriſement ; 
Shewing their Superſtition by their formes. 
"PF Hatis worth our obſeruation , which hath. 


= falne.from the penne of their owne Teſuite, 
| | name-- 


De'lrioleſcdifq. 
Magic. in queſt, 
var.de morb, ſa- 
aand. 


Eſpen. in Tim. 
Degreſ].l.1 AolFe 


Scehercaftcr, 
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namely, that Holy men of former times [ non ſunt 
vit formis conceprtis, &c. ] did not vſe any ſet formes 
of words, bat ſometime one manner, and ſometime_ 
another , ſuch as the Spirit of God did ſuggeſt vno 
them : nor did God grant vnto them the gifts of hea- 
ling vnder the condition of vſing any forme of ſpeech, 
Which is no more than that which their Efpencers 
will have vs to obſerue in the practiſe of Chri# 
and of his Diſciples. Chriſt (faith he) vſed not a- 
ny peculiar Ceremonies , but ſimply commanding the 
Denill,by his inuiſible power did drine him out. Net- 
ther yet doe wee readethat the Apoſtles of Chriſt did 
ſe ay ſet forme, or ceremonie. It wee ſhall bring 
the pra&tiſes of their Prieſts to be tryed by this teſt, 
wee ſhall find that theirformall Exorciſ-es differ 
but little from Magicall Incantations. For (to 0- 
mit others) our Exorci##s at Bilſon did profelle at 
their firſt comming to the Boy that they could doe 
nothing , for diſpoſlefling of the Denil! out of 
him,beforethat they had obtayned a Booke called 
Theſaurus Exorciſmorum which (ſaid they): now at 
London.Doc you not now ſee the diſtance betwixt 
the Spzrit and the power of the Prieſt to bee as 
much as from B:lſox to London, thatis,an hundred 
miles atleaſt? aretheſe Exorcifts ? Andalthough 
we know that the Dexi/lis a great Scholler,yer did 
euer the manner of Exorciſing anciently confiſt 
in Booke-formes? is not this groſle Superſtition ? 
Solikewiſe are their other Circumſtantiall Ats,of 
almoſt, ſtifling their Patients with ſulphureous 
Fumes; buffetting them with their Prieſtly foles ; 


beſprinkling them with pale-fuls of —. 
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and Herbes, yea, and (whereof notwithſtanding 
ſome hane not beene aſhamed to boaſt off, as wor- 
chic of the dignitic of a Miraculiſt) Demonem po- Sec in their 
dice crepitu, aut recentts ſtercoris fezore depellere_; Pg wn 1 
that is, Therepelling of the Denill with the blaft of lib.z<ap.rx. 
ſuch a winat, and the ſtench of ſuchan herbe which 
I ſhame to engliſh. Which if it were poſhble for 
a man to belecue, yet might they conſider the va- 
nitie of theſe fooleries; and vnderſtand that the 
Denill, that nimble Antique, doth but dally with 
them, pafling and bene” A as Boyes doc in their 
ſports, when and how heeliſteth: as was diſcer- 
nedina yong Monke obſeſſed of the Deuill , which Gerard. vazg- 
Denwill indured the application of holy-Water and 0- =_ _ 
ther hallowed things, bur yet refuſed to depart from pum s; —_— 
the partie obſeſſed vntil ſuch timeas rhis Nomnice was in Tit.de Demos 


| ſoundly laſht with aWhip ; whereupon the Denill "6. 


gaue place, and then he was delinered. 


—— 
and 


——___ 


Thethirteenth Aduertiſement; 


Shewing their ſecond point of Superſtition, inreſpecf © >- 
of the ordinarie inſiruments of working , which in 
theſe latter times are mages. 


He Patriarke Tharaſ7s in that latter Synod of 

Nice (which was the great Patroneſle of the 
worſhip of Images, but afrer contradicted by rhe 
Councell of Frankford) did confeſle in the preſence 
of all the Bilhops there aſſembled, that No Mira- $wjuTwm.3. 


cles mere then wrought by images among Chriſtians, ConcAtta. 
| fs 
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for their beliefe. But he that ſhall now;trauell chos 
row cither Romiſh Countries,'or Bookes ſhall bee 
ſtored withany Miracles,of whatſocuer ſort,(puc 
them all together)more than thoſe which are done 
by the 1mages ef the bleſſed Virgin, as at Lorretts, 
at Hales, at Sichem;wherewith the Bookes of T wr- 
ſellinus, Lipſius, and Coſterus are lo fraught. 

But becauſe their Patriark durſt fay in fo great 
and generall a preſence of Biſhops and Diuines, 
that no Miracles were wrought by Images, eXCept a- 
mong I»fidels, what can any colle& from thence 
but either that mages were not ſo miraculous in 
thoſe former times, when notwithſtanding,ifeuer, 
(thac being the time wherein they moſt of all con- 
tended for the worſhip of Images) they were to bee 
exſpedted : or elſe that the people of theſe times, 
which are ſo addited to ſuch Miracles, arc more 
Infidels. Howſoeuer it muſt needs ſauour of much 
Superſtition that the vulgar people (as appearcth 
by the complaint of their owne Authours) Ade 
ring Images moſt idolatrouſly,hould be nouriſhed in 
their Idolatrous fancies by the pretended Miracles 
wrought by 1»ages. In all which maruels nothing 
ſeemeth more maruellous then the faſcination of 
men,in beelecuing them. 

This place required that I ſhould ſpeake of their 
divers Ceremonies in their Exorciſmes, to ſhew 
their numerall Croſings, Reliques of falle Saints, 
their Holy-Water , which they conſecrate both 
rodriueaway Dexils, andto purge veniall ſinnes; 
beſides other formes of their pra&ice, which arc 
Jrogerher ſuperftitious,ifnot allo 44 

to. 


Popiſh Fxoreiging, © 25 
(roinſtatice in thelaſt) what greater ſacrilege can 
there be, than to aſſume power to ordaine any ele- 
ment, for conferring of a ſpirituall grace of remi(- 
fon of ſinnes? Whatis this elſe than toinſtitutea 
Sacrament , anatt properly and foly belonging 
tothe authoritic of him, who is the Creatour of 
ſoules? But theſe things being obuious vrito all 
men, I tooke hereby occaſion to inſert the former 
obſeruation,; conceerning Images , albeit without 
Exorciſmes. 


_—_—_ 


The fourteenth Aduertiſement; 
Shewing the ſecond point of their Superſlition , by 
\ their impious and abhominable Conſultation with 
Deails in their Exorciſmes,for reſolution in points- 
of Religion. 


C Oncerning this I will firſt manifeſt that they 
vſuallypra&izeit ; and ſecondly , propound 
their Reaſons for ſo doing, and confute them. 


T hat they wſe 30 conſult with Denils about 
 dodtrinall points in Religion. 


L Etany manreadethe Bookes,orheare the Re- 
ations of the Romilh Exorciſts of theſe latter 
times, andhe ſhall find that thereis nothing more 
ordinarie with them than their familiar conference 
with che Dexill, touching queſtions of Religion. 
Corronthe Tcfuite his 7nrerr0g4t0ries purto the _ 
E al 
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ve! to reſolue off, concerning Purgatory for his Ca- 
tholikes,and Hel for vs Proteſtants,with many other 
curious queſtions, are more than notorious. The 
Prieſts at Dexham in their Adiurations were fre- 
quent, by which they ſought to ſatisfic their Ad- 
Seethe DoÞ Nerents about thetruthof the Immaculate Concep- 
chration of tjonof the Virgin Mary, of fo GregorieXT1Il. 
—_ t® hibcing 4 Saint in Heauen, of the Sacrament of the 
: Altar, and Chriits bodily preſence therein. The Ie- 
Twſelin. uig. ſuite Turſellin contendethby all the tren gth of. his 
Dom. Lawet, wit to giue ſatisfattion to his Reader , concerning 
: the truth of the miraculous Tranſmizration of the 
_ _ bleſſed Virgins houſe from Jurie 10 Lorettoin Italy. 
Tufts Ba019us Which one houſe of the Virginexcelleth (as they ſay) 
Epiſt all others that ener were dedicated unto heriWhereun- 
to there i daily concourſe from all Nations of the_- 
World, eſpecially from France, Spaine, the Indies,and 
2noſt remote parts by Kings, Princes, and other people. 
yet was not the truth of this Z;/forie ſoabſolutein 
Turſeli.quoſu- All points vntill an horrible Dewill, called cA77o, 
pra, wasconſulted with, who affirmed that That honſe 
was the very fame place, whereiatheAnzell Gabriel 

ſaluted the bleſſed Virgin. 

Our Romilh Preiſts at B//ſoa are deſirous that 
their Diſciples ſhould know (which is their maine 
queſtion) whether the Proteſtants or Romaniſts 
are more ſafe in:their. Religion: to-this:purpoſt 
they aduifc with their faithful DoXor the Devil, 
and fet the refol\ution :downe in that which they 
call 4 fairhfull Relation,(and that to vie their mar- 

See hcereafter ginallphraſe) 'QSA. Markable: thing . 4 ( fauhithe 
Pagya. << Prieſt )cormmangded the Devil ts ſhew how he mould 
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© one dyins out of the Romane Church : which he did 
* by violent pulling and byting of the clothes. Then I 
*wouldknow of him how head vſe Luther, Calnine 
*< 2nd Tohn Fox, which he did after the ſame manner, 
&© butin afiercer ſort, Then 1 asked what power hee._- 
* hid oner 4 Romane Catholike dying ont of mortall 
* Gnne ?' Hee then thrnſt downe h& head trembling, 
*« anddidno more. In all which they ſufficiently 
manifeſt that their profeſhon is vpon ſuch like 
doubts, to take their reſolution from the Deuill. 
But ofall tories of this kind thar { Lthinke) was 
euer committed to Print, that which was pub- 
liſhed in France is moſt famous : and ſo the Roma- 
niſts will have vs to know, intituling it an CAdmi- 
rable Hiſtorie of their Exorciſmes , and dedicating 
irto chethen Qnucene, Regent. VWherein they bring 
in,. for proofe of many Articles of their Romance 
faith,a Deuill named Yerrive, conſtrayned(as they 


fay) by the power of God to ſay and ſweare by the tar-52.0 98, 


liaing God, that Chri#t is inthe Chalice after Conſe- 

cration; bloud, and bones, as when het was crucified 

vponthe Croſſe. And ſo hee procecdeth in that 

Booke, preaching both Morall and Theologicall 

points:of Religion vnto the cndzandall-rothisend 

that the hearrs of people might recciue ſariefatt- 

on by the Dexils Sermons. VWhere alſo F. ©111- 

chaels the Exorciſt himſelfe, in the Epiſtlc 10 1h» 
Reader before the Booke, further ſaith, and profel- 
ſeth as followeth. We are in good hope that this Fi- 
ftoriewill be noleſſe vſefull and profitable in France, 
than that was of Laon, printed A790 1566. which 

greatly confirmed the Catholike faith , and conrer1ed 
E 2 FIRE 


28 A Diſcourſe concerning 


many Heretikes, who heard the Denils ſay many times 


in an high voyce, that theſe Her ctikes were his friends 
and confederates. So that weecannot but ſee thatit 
is their profeſhon to receiue aſſurance of their faith 


from the Dexi/l; which may bee yet morecuident 


vnto vs, in as much asthat they doe reaſon for the 


tuſtifying of themſclues in ſo.doing , which.is the. 


next point. 


—u 


 Thefiftcenth Aduertiſement; 


Shewing the falſitie of their Reaſons, for their conſul- 


ting with Deuils;by their Exorciſmes,in queſtions 
of Religion. | 


6 S He Adiaration , which they defend to bceſo: 


powerfull, is of two ſorts, the one is of an ab- 
| folutecommand, the ſecondis of ſtipulation or ob- 
hgation, by a formall 07h. : 

The Adiuration by abſolute command they 
contend to-proue firſt by the example of Chriſt a- 
gainſt the: Denill; the next by the example of the 


Denillagainſt Chriſt. The ſecond they labourto- 


make good by-vertue of the band of a formall 
Oath. My part and office will bee to confute 
theminall,as well particularly as generally. 


The 
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The: particular Confutation of their firſt Reaſon, 
bers they uſe to prooue the anfalatp of = 
ſulting with Deutls', by the manner of Adinra- 
tion; which they. collect from the example of 
Chriſt againſt. the Denill. 


He firſt foundation, which theylay for this, 

* isthat zhe Denill is conftrained by the power of 
God to ſpeake trnth': and therefore they may. inter- 
rogate the Denill,and recciue from himan aſſurance 
of the ſame truths. This power of God the 44-- 
mirable French Hiſtorie doth obſcrue in their De- 
aill Yerrine , whom. firſt they: acknowledge to- 
haue beene ſent immediately from God, by whole 
power hee was compelled to inſtru men in the. 


_ truth, to confound Be/zebub , and other Dinels : 


and, as if there had beene difference of religion 
among the Dewilsin hell, and that this Yerrine(yer. 
by conſtrant) had beene a Catholike Deuill, hee 
confirmeth to the world many points of Romilh 
faith ; infomuch that the Preis and Exorcifs doe 


putan Fcce vpon him, ſaying; Behold « miracle vn- amis, xij, 
heard off, that a Denill ſhould connert ſoules ! We pag 7. 


may rather ſay, Behold ſoules Chriſtian neuer read 
of before, that would be concrred by the Deul ! 
But to the matter. Their firſt ground they take 


from the confellion of the Dewi, when hee ac- Math. $25, 
knowledged Chriſt to be the Sonne of God. MY 
uv «20, . 


We ealily grant,that Chriff could as cafily com- 
pell the deaz/! ro ſpeake truth,as he could aske him 


thequeſtion concerning any truth; andthat there- 
E: 3. fore. 


_ 


See this after, 


Adm, Hiſt. 
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fore the denill could no more conceale that his 
Confeſſion, concerning the God-head of ChriF ,. ac- 
knowledging him to bee the Soxne of God, than 
hee could deny his name to bee Legion. - But 


thisbeing granted, that Chriſf could ſo conſtraine 


.* 


the Denilks, yet what can_the Prieſts colle&t from 
hence ? Their firſt colle&tion is, that Chrift did 
inforce the denill to make this 'Confeſlhion. But 
Saint Chryſo#ome will deny this, ſaying , That 


Christ was ſo farre from deſiring this Confellion | 


of the denill, that hee did abhorre the Confeſlor, 
and preſently inioyne him ſilence. Their ſecond 
colleftion from hence is this ; If (ſay they) Chriſt 
did extort truth from the denill , Why not wee ? 
Vhich if it-were ſpoken of them vniuerſally, as 
if they had abſolutely the-ſame power in 2Mzracles, 
that Chrift had, it werean inference very blaſphe- 
mous; becauſe as all djuinity doth teach,Chri/t had 
in him, poteſtatems excellenite ( that is) diuine power 
70 the. full, as the Sunne hath light; and all others 
haueir but deriuatiuely from C4rift, as is the light 
of the Moone. But to vnderſtand theſe men in their 
more moderate ſenſe, that whatſocuer concerneth 
the authoritic of commanding or countermanding 
denills, they may preſume to haue receiued it from 


Chriſt, yet is it moſt falſe ; becauſe Chri# went our 


of his owne accord into the Wildcrneſſe to com- 
bat with the deu/l: will you therefore ſay, Why not 
wee likewiſe ? Doth not the Lords Prayer teach 
you not to follow, but to flic remprations ? To 
come nearer to you. Chri#, at the time of his 
queſtioning the denill , concerning his narne, 

S.- (whereof 
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(whereof you haue ſpoken) had in himſelfe a pow- 
er of diſpenſation and permiſſion to ſuffer the De- 


vills-( they requeſting as much!) zo: goe into the 


Hogges of the Gadarens, and torarry them headlone 
into the Sea'z an Aﬀof Ins owne 'omnipotent Tu- 
ſtice.':Dare you aſſume this- power vnto your 
ſelues, of permittingthe deal, if hee ſhould-aske 
you, toenter into other mens Oxen, or Hogs, vp- 
on the firme preſumprtion-of -}hy wor we ? 

Furthermore,toſhew you'why not you,Chrift had 
the miſdome of diſcerning of+ ſpirits, to.know what. 
[pirit hehad todeale with; and tharinfallibly : bur. 
the deuil,how ealily may hedecciue you or others, 
when. tran{forming himſelſfe imto an Angel of light, 
ad retending;himfclfs,an;Author. of ruth, hee 
ſhallbecome but a Meflenger. of lies; whereof the 
Ieſuit:Dx4ri9,, and other Authors-can ſatisfie you 
by manifold Examples. Laſtly (to poſe you a lit- 
tle)rell vs, when did.cyzr.&hrift interogate thed e- 
willconcerning-agydot;incof truth,cicher Theo 
logicall or Morall points of Faith , or precepts of 
life 2. The oneiy.queſtion hz asked him was, #-ar 


2. COr11.14- 


Diſq. Maz.. 


5 thy name ? and. the deaillanſwered,L-gion, for we Mark. 5. 7. 


4 emmy; euentipupes of devifs. VV hich Chriſt 
did to manifeſt :the power of: his God-head-a- 
gainſt the whole hoaſt.of internall powers. ' You 
therefore thatthus arrogate his. power ſhould ra- 
ther imitate, his wiledome, who.neuer conferred 
with the deuilrouching any dotcinall or dogma- 
ticall truth. Tt 


J . 
a by * Uh £23 
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. Luk, 8. 36. 


The: 
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"The ſixteenth Aduertiſement; 


Shewing the falſchood of their ſecond Reaſon, for the 
progfe of their power of Adjuration , to conftraine 
the Denaill 10 ſpeaketruth, taken from the Dewills 
adinring of Chriſt ; with the particular confars- 
tion thereof. © "5 RS '&+ Ty a 
"Hey ſer this down for an vndoubted Maxime, 

that the Devils muſt neceſſarily ſpeake truth, 

Admir. nit. Whenſoener the Exorciſt ſhall exact aw oath of the De- 
pag. 131. nils, compelling them to ſweare , according ts the 
meaning of God and his Church. They doe not de- 

ny (neither doe wecharge rhem with it) that the 

Denill, when hee ſpeaketh of himſelfe, t a'liar , and 

the father of lies : but'onely fay, that being adra- 

Epiſtle tothe 76470 tell the rruth , hee i then compelled to ſprake 
Reader,before i7uth. Their proofe is thus-grounded. The Denilf 
che Hiftory, (2d vat0 Chriſt, Mark.s [1 charge thee by God,that 
thou dee not torment ts, but ſuffer vs to ener into 
the berd of Swine | Whtreinwee may obſerne faith 
he) 4 remarkable point, that Chriit being adiured by 
the name of God, although it was done by the Denill, 
yet condeſcended' ts the Denils requeſt, And thns 
they would perſwade vs; that by virtue of this 
band' of an 04th the Dewill is ticd infallibly to 
confeſle the 77#1h, And hence it is that theſe Prieſts 
in France, andthey at Denham, and at Bilſon, to- 
gerher with others , in their queſtioning with De- 

#ills, doe relye altogether vpon the'coaion of 

them by an 0ath. | 
But, concerning the example which they haue 

vrged,of the Denills adinring of Chriſt in the name 


of 


% 
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of Goa, it canot but prooue to be either an illogi- 
call argument, -orelſe blaſphemous.” For wee de- 
mand, whether the Dewil/, adiuring Chriſt inthe 
name of God, did conſtraine Chriſt toſpeake truth, 
or no? If they fay that hee did not, then is it no 
ſmall abſurditie, ro proone a compulſarie charge 
of a Prieſt,againſt the Deuil, by Chrifts voluntarie 
anſwer-to the Deuil/. But if they ſay, that the ad- 
turation,vſed by the Dexill, had power to con- 
ſtraine Chriſt, by virtue of the name of God, to 
make an anſwer, then is- it altogether blaſphe- 


'mous ;forwhatis itclſe ; than to make the-Deu#ll 


the Exorcizer of Chriſt ? It had beene well that 
theſe men, that thus vrge and prefle their power 
of Exorcization, had remembred that which is re- 
corded in the 4s 19. of the runnagate Exorciſts, 
the ſonnes of Scena a Tew , when they tooke vypon 


chem to adiurecuill fpirits, ſaying, [ 5«/Zoe, ] Wee Ads 19,3,8t6. 


adiure you by Teſws : but what ? It followeth-, The 
Denils 1n the poſſeſſed partie. did: violently fall vp- 
ofnithoſc Exorciffs, and made them runne away z 
then might they haue learned rather to reaſon 
thus, That if Zxorciſme was not of power init 
ſelfe by the name of 7eſws{ who is Ged bleſſed for 
ener) to drive away the Denills'; how then could 
welſay thatit had power from the mouth of deails, 
inthe name of God,to mooue Chri#t Teſus himſelfe? 
And inferre thereupon, ſaying to themſeclues, Why 
doe wee not now'bluſh-that wee haue argued fo 


fondly? - ; HS 
.F | The 


14 A Diſcourſe concerning 
The ſcuentcenth Aduertiſement . 
| Shewing their ſecond ground, taken from an Oath, b 
virtue of the band of an Oath of Stipulation ( be 


Prieſts impoſing a formall Oath wpon the Denill,) 
and the falſhood thereof. = ER 7 


Adviir. Rift Or in their _Admirable French Hiftorie the 
_”. - Exorcifts ſay, that the Deuils, when they are con- 
frrained by the Name of God, and by the autheritie of 
the Charch t6 take ay Oath , the Oath binderh them. 
Andas if, by vertue of 'the fame 0ath,the £xorciſts 
themſelues were bound to beleeue the Dexi/l, they 
put the Deni/l roan Oath, faying, It was thought 
fit, that Verrine the Denill ſhould ſolemnly fweare 
wpon the bleſſed Sacrament, for confirmation of that 
* which he had «bone ſpoken. But did cuerthe Denuill 
Pag-95.& 139 take ſuch an Oath? Tes (ſay they ) wp by the 


Pag- 206, 


po Ged, that he was conſtrained to ſay thetrush ; 
And; 
of an Oath. 


R _ m FP [ FE SPY 


- The eighteenth Advertiſement, _ _ 
Shewine the falſhood. af this piece of nice learning, 
. inimpoſing a formall Oath of Stipulation vponthe 
_ Deaill, and theimpietie thereof, the Denill btine 

Exercizaredi- 0 way capable of a formall Oarh. © 


MG 97 "4 F ] "He word | ®&pxics, 7 exorcize, ] in the vie of 
bolum adiurands Diuines,in Chriſtian Schooles, is not taken 


expeliere. Aus, forthe Impoſition of a formall Oath vpon Devls, 
de beat, vita, bur 


hetooke « ſolemne Orb, withall the properties 
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but an allegation of the powerfull Name andau- 
thoritie of God, to command the Demnills; as wee 
ſee not onely inthe example of the Apoſtles , but 
euen by the As of thoſe deuelliſh Exorcifts, AF. 
19, ſaying-vnto the ſpirits, Wee adinre you by 
Teſs. Now the forme of an 0Oathis of two kindes; 
and accotdingly the Band and Obligation is two- 
fold. The firſt kind is a ſimple Imnocation of God, 
by calling him to witneſle ; and thus the Deal! 
ſware, ſaying, By the Lining God, &c. The ſecond 
isa mixt Oath , by an oppignorationand pledge; 
pawning ſome pretious thing vnto God : thus the 
Deill, they ſay, did ſweare By the Sacrament, and 
by the Goſpel. And wee make no queſtion bur the 
Denill was able to ſweare by God , and by the 
Goſpel of Chrift, thereby ſeeming to ſeeke Gods 
glorie. For what cannot hee ſweare to doe, who 
can change himſelfe into the ſeeming ſhape of an 
Angel of tight * But our onely probleme 1s, whe- 
ther the Den! be capable of the band of an Oath, 


. orno? Weethinke wee may ({weare heis not; nei- 


ther of the band of an Oath, made only by 1»«o- 
cation and Teſtification, in calling God to witneſle ; 
nor yet of sppignorationand pledge, which is a ſe- 
cond and more ſolemne tye in an Oath. 

For the band of an Oath of 1nocation conſiſt - 
eth, betweene the Iuſtice of God, and mans cox- 
ſcience, being bound by that /aw written in his 
heart, his conſcience bearing witneſſe , and thoughts 
accuſing or excuſing him before God. This is the 
band of conſcience towards God , whereby the 


partie ſwearing acknowledgerh himlſelfe obliged 
T 2 ro 


Ats 19. 1;. 


Rom. 2,15. 


Mark.F. 
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to ſpeakeatruth, leſt that hee become. gulitic of 
tcranſpreſſion.againſt Ged.., Therefore to impoſe an 
Oath vpon the Dell, is. to. ſuppoſe him, being a 
damnable Reprobate, whole propertie is to bee 
moſt, maliciouſly obſtipate againſt God and godli- 
neſſe, to be.capable of ſuch a Conſcience, ,which is 
required in an Oath, and conſequently aconſcio- 
nablehoneſt Deal. 

The mixed Oath is not onely the innocatian of 
the ſupreme Tudgeand auenger,ina generall, man- 
nerz but the addition alſo (for -more ſpecialticand 
ſolemnitic)of ſome thing elſe, by way of pledge, 
which is called an Oath by oppignoration; as ifa 
Chriſtian ſhould, in ſolemne proteſtation, ſweare 
by God his Sauijour, and by the Sacrament, or by 
the holy Goſpel : intending thereby the ingage- 
ment of his owne portion of comfort and bleſſing 
byandin them; and forfeiture thereof if hee vio- 
late his Oath (as in all Oathes is implyed a volun- 
tary Execration vpon default) by lofle of thoſe 
precious benefits, which he might otherwiſe enioy 
in thoſe pawnes and pledges. Now as for the Dz- 
wels, whatinrereſt can they haue in the promiſes of 
Chriit belonging to ſaluationreuealed in the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and ſealed by his Sacraments , 'who are 
forlorne of all intereſt in Chr:# himſelfe, crying 
vnto. him and ſaying, What hae we to doewith thee, 


| Jeſa,ihou Sonae of the higheit God ? &+c. what for- 


feiture can they feare of looſing their pledge, which 
they haue irreuocably loſt, when they firſt apoſta- 
ted from God, and thereupon did eternally looſe 
all hope of happineſfle;being reſerncd (as the Apo- 

| {tle 
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ſtle ſpeaketh) 70 the chaines of darkneſſe , for euer- ludev.s. 
"Moreover, an Oath being that high part of re- 

ligious ſerzice belongingvnto God, which hee ap- 
propriaterh to himſelfe, ſaying,7 hou ſhalt ſerue the 

Lord and ſweare by his name(where, in the L XX. Pur.6.13. 
it is 07794; -and Az7piie, by the confelhon of the 
Romaniſts,is proper only vnto God himſclfe, as a 
ſupreme part of his ner” A ) ler them, who pre- 

ſame of ſuch familiar conference with the Deuill, 

conſult with him vpon this queſtion, whither hee 

can becapable of the office of 47792, Howbeit 

wee thinkeit no leſſe than a Diabolicall propha- 

nation of the name of God to impoſe vpon thoſe 
damned ſpirits the band of an Oath, whereof they 

cannot be any way capable , to | —_ it truely 

and internally, by reaſon of the obſtinacie of their 

wils, and the deſperateneſle of their ſtate and con- 

dition. Thus farre of our particular confutation of 


their particular Reafons. 


. ' 
k 4 
"=. = 


—— 


The nincteenth Aduertiſement ; 


Shewing the Confutation of their profeſſion of con- 
ſulting with Deuils in generall , by manifeſting 
the infatuation thereof. | 


FE: Et Romiſh Priefls imagine whatthey pleaſe; 
of the power which they haue ouer the Dem, 
to compell him to ſpeake truth; yet this a 

| | or: 


Mark. 5.7. 
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fora truthinfallible, that it was neuer permitted 
to any toaduiſe with the Deai/l, about queſtions 
of Religion , to receiucany ſatisfation fromhim, 
but direRly the contraric. 


bn —————————_— 


- 7 The twentieth Aduertiſement ; - 
Shewing the fal(hood of their dodtrine, for conſulting 

with Deuils; firſt from the examples of Chriſt, and 
_ of bis Diſciples. —.- 


He Priefts, for the eſtabliſhing of their autho.- 

ritic, in /zterrogating the Denill in queſtions 
of Religion, and power of conſtraining him'to 
anſwere the truth, have pitched vpon the confeſton 
of the deuill, when he called Chriſt,T he Son of God: 
And then,adiuring Chriſt not to torment him: And 
after vpon Chriſts asking the denill his name. From 
whence their colle&ions are in effect theſe. Firſt, 
Chrif#asked the denill a queſtion : Ergo, wee may 
interrogate the deuill,Secondly, The denill ſaid,rhow 


art the Sonne of God : Ergo, hee was conſtrayned to 


ſpeake atruth. Thirdly , The denill adinred Chrifd, 
ſaying, ladinre thee;and Chriſt condeſcended : Ergo 
their Adiaration of the denill doth inforce him 70 
ſpeake truth + and conſequently they hauelicence 
ro demand queſtions of the denill,concerning Re- 

ligion; authoritie to adiure the dewill, ro anſwere; 
and power to enforce him to anſwere nothing but 
ruth, W hece it mult follow that men may _ 

their 
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their reſolution, in Theologicall points of Religi- 
on,from the'dewrls. | 

- I maruell what Dea/l/ gaue them theſe grounds 
of thus reaſoning, ſure I am they haue no founda- 
tion in the Goſpel of Chrift. For (to anſwere order- 
ly) firſt, the only queſtion that ener Chriſ# asked 
the denill was this , What i thy name? neuer any, 
concerning any matter of do&rine ; whereof wee 

' haue ſhewed the reaſon before. Secondly, the de- 
ils Confeflion, that Chrift is rhe Sonne of God, was 
neyther extorted, nor imbraced by Chriſt, which 
wearcenow to proue. Thirdly , the Adiuration, 
hich thedewill viedto Chriſt, our Sauiour condel- 
cended not vnto, but repelled ; for the dexi//ſaid, 
I adinre thee that thou torment me net.But why faid 
he thus? itfolloweth inthe next words, Becauſe_— 
Chrifthad ſaid to the deuill, come out of the man : 
thereforc the denif adiuring Chriſt, thathee him- 
felfe might keepe his poſſeſhon, and Chrift not- 
withſtanding expelling him out of his hold, itis 
evident that Chreff condeſcended not tothe denils ad. 
znration. Thus by way of Anſwere. 
We are now to retort their Arguments, andto 
driue their weapon to their owne pates, by pro- 
ving,from the example of Chri/?,that we are not to 
admit of any colloquie with the Deaill in Exor- 
ciſmes,aboutmatter of Chriſtian Learning. The 
firſt place is Mzrk.1. Where one deniit confeſſed Mark1.24,35. 
Chriſt to be the holy one of God; a bleſſed confeſhon, 
bur, becauſe a damned Confeflor, inſtantly /eſws 
(as the Text ſhewerh) did rebuke the denill, ſaying, 
| otd 


"ad 
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Matk.3.21,22, Pold thy peace, and come out of the man. In Mark.;. 
diuers impure ſpirits when they ſaw Teſus, cryed out 
and ſaid, Thou art that Sonne of God but what? it 
immediately followeth, And 7eſws ſtraitly charged 
them not to:make him knowne.\\V hat may weiuſtly 

Ehenin im. inferre fromeall this? T had rather your owne Eſen- 

digeſt, £4 ſhould tell you. Chrift would not ſuffer the de- 
will to ſpeake, no not the truth ;, to teach vs that wee 
giue not any credit at all unto the deuill, although it 

©  qnaybehe ſpeakeatruth. And to this end he produ- 

Orig, vom.® ceth the iudgement of 0rigen,concluding from the 

: ſame Scriptures that Fee are not 20 interrogate de- 
wils, nor 10 entertaine any colloquie with enill Spirits, 
but to diſpell them by Prayer and Faſting. Wee find 
the ſame Father thus reprouingand condemnin 

OrignNum. the Heathen Inchanters. God (faith hee) will not 

3chant%  hane vs to bee the diſciples of deuils ; it is better to bee 
ignorant thanto be taught by them : for this cauſe our 
Lord Teſus did not vouchſafe toreceine any teſtimonie 

from the deuill, but ſaith to him, hold thy peace thou 

foule ſpirit, and depart out of the man. Wee need no 

other Comment vpon theſe Texts than that which 
hath beene receined from the golden mouth of 

chriſoft.tom.z, Chryſoſtome. Chriſt ſaith z0 the deuill, Mar. 3. Hold 
bo1n.5.,6 Mar. thy peace, and come out of the man : As if Chriit had 
ſaid (faith hee) 7 came not toſeeke my approbation 

from thy teſtimonie , but tocaſt thee out of my crea- 

ture ? no commendable commendationcan proceede_ 

out of the mauth of a Sinner - 1 need ut the teflimo- 

nie of him, whoſe torment I deſire : let thy ſilence bee 
my prayſe, hold thou therefore thy peace , get thee out 


of” 
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of the man; what doeft; thou inmy Houſe and Inne? 
&c. So Saint Chryſoftome, cuen ſoplainly, thar 
for me to makeany colle&tions from him were bur 
to comment vpon a Comment. 

Yet may we not omit that when Chrif (ifeuer) Mar.q, 
hadconference with the Deuill in the W:1derneſſe, 
the Denil[was ſtill the Opponent,and Chriſt neuer 
ebieRed or interrogated , bt anſwered:to the firſt 
itis ſaid, Chriſt anſwered, it « written, Man, &c. Vera. 
tothe ſecond likewiſe Chrift anſwered, 11 is written, Verſe 7. 
T hou ſhalt not &c. &to the third Chriſt anſwered, 
Get thee hence Satan. Wherefore, as Chri#t, fo eue- Verſe ro, 
ry Chriſtian may makeanſ{weres to the deril/, ne- 
ner ſecke anſweres fromhim; and allow no vie of 
Conference with him but that which may puc him 
to litence. | | 

The Apoſtles: of Chri## were the Diſciples of © 1, 
their Maſter,as wel in praiſe as knowledge,which' 
we may obſerue in the example of Saint Paul and 
Silas, CAHs 16.For Saint Paul (to vic the words of 
Origen) imitating Chriſt, turning himſelfe 10 the_'grighom.xc, m 
Spirit of dinination, ſaid , [1 command thee in the A&s 16, 
Name of Ieſus Chriſt go out of her. |Wherein though 


ſorve may peraduenture aske why Saint Paul ſhould in 


ſuch vehemencie rebuke that Spirit, What, didthe_ 
denill ſpeake any Blaſphemie? \ The Woman (faith 
the Text) having a Spirit of dinination followed 
Paul- and them that werewith him, and cryed ſaying, 
T heſe men are the Seruants of God moi# High, who 
ſhew the way of ſaluation. Whence it is manifeſt that 


Paul was not offended at any words of blaſphemie,ut 
G that 


Adnir_biſt-p.133 
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that he held it an indignitie wnto his preaching to re- 
ceine any teſtimony from ſuch aſpirit.So Origen. And 
indeed Saint Paul and $444 did. not ſpend an 
time of conference with that-ſpirit,, but. inſtantly 
diſcharge their office of Exorcizing , commanding 
the ſpirit to come out of the Maide, and he went out 
at the ſame houre. An A&altogether repugnantto' 
the practice of Romiſh Prieſts ,, who rang gg od 
aske queſtions, compelling (as they ſay) the de. 
vils to teſtifie that which may beſt ſerue for the 
dignitic of their Prieſ#-hood:whereas the Apoſtle 
did notdaigne, butrather abhorre, and was grze- 
zedarthis ſo ſpecious ateſtimonie,, that they were 
the Seruants of the Highe##. Onthe contrary, 
theſe Prieſts doe greatly glorie in ſuch Te- 
ſtimonies; as among others, the French Prieftsre- 
toyce to heare the dewil Yerriye auerre, ſaying, of 
them; Touare Prieſts , it is no offence if a man neg- 
left and turne from an Angell of Heauen, and doe ho- 
our and renerence vnto.you,. Compare thoſe diffe- 
rent examples, the one 476 apa an zydignitie,the 
othera dignirieto receiue teſtimonie of their offt- 
ces from the denzl/;and the diſtance will appeareto- 
belittle lefle than betweene. a Profeſſor Apoſtali. 
call and Apoſtaticall. | OR 
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The one and twenticth Aduertiſemen t; 


Shewing the falſhood of the ſame doitrine,concerning 
conſultation with Deuils in queſtions of Religion, 
by teſtimonies of” Fathers, and neceſſarie Reaſons. 


FE haue alreadic heard the teſtimonies of 
Origen, and Chryſoſtome, concerning this 
point; abſence from our Aduerſarie Papers will Threw lee 
not ſuffer me to inquire exaRtly into other Fathers: HONEY 
nor ſhall I greatly need it, eſpecially ſeeing the 7e- ab 


ſaitesrhemſclues docacknowledge,that ancient Fa- Com.in Matth. 
 thers, ſuchas were Chryſoftome, Tertullian, Atha- CHOI 
0 » e Lax 0. 
 maſins, Theophilatt, Tſaore, doeall denie that the Tere.de anime. 


ſoules of men departed doe at any time appeare «ure. than. ad At- 
wrwcwnel , that 1s , 11 their owne perſons ; but that —_— hy 
they who take their ſemblance vpon them are verie > Mats. 
aenils, who ſecke to ſeducevs, And therefore theſe 1{40r-E1ym. 
Fathers aduiſe vs not to haue any bulineſſe with ****" 
them, orto giue any credit to their teſtimonies, 
but to content our ſelues with direttion from holy 
Scriptures. Whichthey ſhould not haue done, if 
that thoſe ſpirits might, by the power of Adiarati- 
9n,be compelled to ſhew rhat they were dew:ls;and 
that, being knowne, they would confeſle nothing 
bur truth. 

All which notwithſtanding , the Romiſh Prices 
ordinarily ſecke to bee-informed of them concer- 
ning Purgatorie,lndulgences, worſhipping of Images, 
and other Myſteries of Romiſh Superſtitions 
which Belarmineandother leſuites doe endeuour 


to confirme by Apparitions of the dead : when as 
G2 (accor- 


4.4 A Diſcourſe concerning 


(according to the indgement of ancient Fathers) 

the ſoule that is conuerſant in holy Writ will re- 
4n3 5% rs, reſolue, that though the Den:ll ( as in the petition 
* Not ro omit of * Delzuer vs from enill) may come into his Pater- 
Cuhichi®  Nofter, yetthat he ſhall neuerenterinto his Creed, 
forzorten) raat Not to ſtand any longer vpon Antiquitie,I would 
re roy 0f 61/02 but defire any one Example of any one Farher,in 
FI ro abhor, the ſpace of fiue hundred yeares after Chriſt; or 
and ro beatfe- FHjſforie,in the ſame compatle of time, recording 
Qcd with this. nd approuing any Conference withthe Denill, b 
Petition as y > OY 
with the fuk way of Exorciſme, or otherwiſe for ſatisfation of 
vericot Saint ayy Chriſtian in points of Religion. Let vs at laſt 


Iohns Goſpel, , 
videves, 38,59. Icaſon the matter with theſe men. 


Thetwo and twentieth Aduertiſement; 


Shewing the Reaſons which may be produced againſt 
this perſwaſion of the Deuil; ariſing aſwell. from 
the Canſe it ſelfe, as from the Enents. 


Reafons of the firſt kind. 


T wo reaſons may ſuffice, if they be pregnant: 

The firſt thus. If ſach be the power of Ex- 
orciſts, that they conſtraine the Dezi/lin the Name 
of God, and by the warrant of the Church, to con- 
feſle any truth that ſhall be demanded of them, by 
Adiuration : then ſhould there need, for our fati({. 
faction in matter of Religion , no other ,2»e/#10- 
niſts then Exorciſts ; no other Catechiffs than De- 
wills ; no other Tradition, Conncell, Scripture, or 


Goſpel 
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' Goſpel than the confeſ5i09 of Dexils; yea and then 
the Decrees of Popes, whichare held as:Oracles in 
that Church, muſt now ( for many of them haue 
erred) giue place tothe teſfimonies.of Denils. 
I may notexcept their Councell of Trent, which conc. Trid, Se} 
would:not determine the queſtion concerning the / 5. cap. 1. 
naturall Conception of the bleſſed Virgin , whether 
{hee were originally immaculate ; for either great 
was the ignorance of thoſe Fathers, that could 
not z or elſe obſtinacie, that they: would nor ſet ir 
downeforan Article in their Ro-2axe Creed(as they 
haue done many other Articles, as far repugnant 
from truth) ſeeing that Yerrine the Deuill,by power , ® 
of Exorciſme,was brought to ſweare vpon the bleſſed A _ 7 
Sacrament , and did anſwer vpon that Oath, that fp 
ſh: was oviginally immaculate. Albeit Bernard, T ho- 
mas Aquinas, Bonauenture, and many hundreds 
in the Romiſh Church would heerein haue 2:ner ; 
the deuill the lye. It had beene good, beforethey : 
had giuen credit to this deni/t, ro haue ſought ſome 
certaine reſolution, how to reconcile the different 
reuelations made to Saint Bridzet & Saint Kathe. 
rine, concerning the ſame queſtion: Katherine be- 
ing told by reuelation, that the Conceprion of the 
bleſſed Virgin was immaculate ; but Saint Bridget 
informed of the contraric. And becauſe ſuch con- 
traditions willadmit no reconciliation, it woald 
become them to learne how: todilſcerne, whetiier 
theſe Reuelations came from the Jeazll, as from the 
lying Angel; whereof weethinke the dewillYerr:ne 
can beno competent Indge. 1 
Secondly , you that queſtion the dewil!, ſuffer 
| & 2, your: 


46 A Diſeourſsconcerntng, 
yourſeluesto bee queſtioned in a few words. If 
thedewils:bemade.( as you lay.) Heſſengers of di- 
wine truths , by the power of your Exorciſmes, 
why.doc you indeauour to expell them? Arethey 
burlying Oracles ? das doc you then conferre 
withthem, and not preſently expell them ? 

Many other reaſons might bee added, to con- 
uince theſe Prieſts , by the dexil's contraditions 
in their owne ſtories, euen then, when hee was ad- 
iured to {peake truth: But to labour to proouc,that 
the deuill cannot lye when hee liſt , and that hee 
willalſo , whenſocuer hee can, for a miſchiefe, 
wereto deny him to bee a denzill, whoſe propertie 
is vel falſum,vel ad falſum dicere : cither to ſpeake 
thatwhichis falſe, or elſe to a falſeend. Vhart 
adangerous thing it was in our firſt Mother, to en- 
tertaine and maintaine parle with the denill, con- 
.cerning our religious dutie-to Ged, all mankind 
feele by- that woefull experience of originall cor- 
ruption , which they muſt carrie _ them to 
their graues. That which no Aduerſaric ſhall euer 
be able torefute, is, thatthe power of Zxorciſme 
was giuenvnato the Churchof God for expulſion of 
the dewll, neuer for conſultation with him,in mat- 
ters of Conſcience. 

Thus haue I endeuoured to diſpell this doQrine 
of conferring with denils, inſuch caſes, with the 
ſame zeale as T would wilh to difpell the dell 
himſelfe; and hold ita good reſolution not to be- 
leeve thoſe PrzeFs, for direfion, in matters of Re- 
ligion, who make the deazll their ghoſtly Father. 
Wee choalcratherto conclude withthe ſentences 

of 


Popiſh Exorcizing. 47 
of the holy Fathers of the Church; onedire&ing 
vs how to auoid ſuck faſcinations , ſaying, No# cyrias. 
ftatim, &c. We ought not preſently to admit, of ſuch 
Adts as are done in the Name of Chrift, except they 
be done inthe Truth of Chriſt : The other deteſting 
chem, ſaying, Remoueantur illa vel figmenta men- 
dacium hominum, vel portenta fallacium ſþirituum. 
Away with thoſe workes which are either the fig- 
ments aud deuices of lying men, or elſe the deceitfull 


adts of prodigious ſpirits. 


Gaza: 


The 23. andlaſt Aduertiſement 


1s to demonſirate the Romiſh falſhood, in Exorci- 
zing; by ihe Enents : which is particularly exen- 
plified in 4 diſconerie of their Impoſtures , about 
the Boy of Bilſon ; wot inferiour vnto any of the 
reſtof their prankes in thi kind. 


BY: before wee come tolay downe the naked 

trath of the matter, touching that Boy, and 

how things ſtood de fads ; let vs firſt ſuffer the 
Romilh Prieſts to boaſt themſclues a while of 

their miraculous power, in Exorcizing this Child; 

whom for a while you muſt imagine bee really 
bewitched and poſlefſed of the Deuilt : that after- 

wards, by the the cuent, may be veritied of theſe 
Miraculiſts, that Scripture, which ſaith, hoſe phi. 3.15. 
glorie s intheir ſhame. 


Heare we then the Prieſts ſpeake: 


%. 


RELATION OF THE PRO- 
CEEDINGS OF THE CATHOLICKE 
Gentlemen with the Boy of Be/ſon; ſhewing 
how they found him, on what termes 
they medadled with him how farre they 
proceeded with him, and in what 
cale, and for what cauſe they 
left to deale further 
with him, 


Non nobis Domine, ſed Nomini tuo da Gloriam. 


28 O ſtop divers rumours that 
areſpred,and to the end peo- 
2}, pleſhould not extend things 
2, turther then matters paſled 
/ really, Truth ſtanding in no 
Y&p necd to bee ſupported with 
> Sp 2A falſhood;and ro the intent ill- 
minded people ſhould not extenuate the occur- 
rencesagainft truth it ſelfe, & what paſſed indeed: 
I haue thought good to put downe whart paſled in 
the ſtrange fits and tormentings of the Boy; tothe 
end onely that all indifferent mindes may magni- 
fe and praife- almighty God, that hath left fuch 
power to men, and to ſhew in what readineſle of 

H helpe 
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The intents of 
this writing. 


Hoy the Boy 
came firſt tobe 


peſſeſſed. 


Two others © 
meddled with 
biaere } came. 
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helpe thechild was, if they had ſought medicine 
Rill in 1/7ae/,and notat Ender, and of Belzebub. 
Firſt then to ſhew how the Child grew thus 
to bee tormented, as I haue vnderſtood it of his 
Parents, and haue heard the Child confirme it 
himſelfe. The Boy returning homeward, from 
ſchoole, to Bilſoz in Staffordſhire where hee dwelt, 
an old woman , vaknowne, met him, and taxed 
him,in thathe did not give her good time of the 
day, ſaying that he was a foule thing, and that it 
had been better for himif he had-ſaluted her. Ar 
which words the Boy felt a thing to pricke him to 


the very heart. In fine, the Boy came home, lan- 


guiſhed ſomedayes, and at length grew into ex- 
treme fits, that two or three, (though hee was a 


childof 12. yeeres of age) could hardly hold him. 


The Parents of the Child, ſeeing the extremity of 


the fits, and the milery and imminent danger of 


death euery houre the Child did lye in, mooued 
with tender compaſlion,ſought helpe of Catholicks, 
and with cap and knee, by the meanes of ſome 
friends,did follicit a zealous Gentleman; who o- 
uercome with their earneſt ſuir, did vſe ſome 
prayers and lawfull exorciſmes allowed by the Ca- 
tholicke Church, with whoſe prayers the Child 
wascaſed ſomething, and the force of the ſpiritu- 
all Enemie abated. The Gentleman inſiſting to 
know how many was in him to his thinking hee 
ſaid, Three. Hee (good Gentleman) called away 
partly by the danger of the place, as alſo by bis vr- 
gent buſineſle, they ſought and ſenr- for a zealous 
Gentleman, whoſe zeale and vertyes are ſufficient- 


ly 
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ly knowne, yea and acknowledged by Gods ene- 
mies themſe!ues.He moued with compaſſion came 
thither, vied his beſt prayers and meanes thatar 
that time he thought convenient; very much wea- 
kened the diuels force, and quellec! the extreme 
fiercenefſle of the firs. Yet hee, within a day or fo, 
withdrew himſelte for the ſame cauſe , yer though 
abſent in perſon,was moſt mindtull of his miſery. 
In ſo much as he did negotiate with mee, in that I 
had been preſent many tityes in the like occaſions, 
that I would ſee him, and make tryall whether hee 
were poſlcſſed, or obſeſſed. Iwas very vnwilling, 
yet ouercome by his intreaty, and the former mo. 
tives, I promiſed him to doe my beſt, and to ſce 
him within the ſpace of one moneth : yet fo I dif- 
poſed of my buſineſſes, that I came thither in the 
ſpace of a weeke, about Thurſday before Corprs 
Christi day, where I did finde the Gentleman that 
requeſted me to come : and finding that they had 
vied Sorceries of Witches, which made the Child 
offer violence to himſelfe, wee would not meddle 
with him,till they had burned thoſe Sorceriesap- 
plyed to him, which they forthwith did fulfill. 
Whereupon we vſing the reading of the Litas, 
and the holy Goſpels, together with the Exorciſme 
of Saint {/broſe, when I came vnto thoſe.words | 
that ſhewed the power that Saint Peer had ouer The dixell could 
Simon Mags, and Saint Paul on the Magician 79 ſeduce Sant 
Baricſs, the Child would bee fo tormented, that $59 — 
three or foure could hardly hold Wim;which words 
rooke effe& in manner asoſten as they were vſed. 
Theother Gentleman call'd away, I was left alone, 
H 2 till 
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The vertic60f 


boly water, and 


of holy ole. 


Strange things 
voyded, 


till it pleaſed God the Gentleman that had firſt 
meddled with him, by great chance.came thither. 
He and I both did our beſt,till Saturday about two 
of the clocke, at which time, vrgent occaſions, 
though diuers wayes, called vs away: yet wee left 
holy water,alſo water properly againſt V7zchcraft, 
and holy oyle: the firſt hauing that power, that it 
would make him ſpeake, though dumbe, and his 
rongue turned into his throat; and the ſecond that ' 
force,thatbeing applyed.in a little quantity vnto ' 
his legs and armes moſt gricuoufly contracted, 
thata ſtrong man could hardly vnfold them,onely 
with the force of the holy oyle they would bee 
ſtretched forth as they were vvont, Wee intreated 
them in our abſence, to vie the holy waters and 
oyle in his extremities,and that wee abfent,would 
aſſiſt him the beſt that wee could in our prayers; 
which they continued: on Saturday, Sunday, and 
Munday, with extreme fits and hzauings hee 
brought vp pinnes, woo], knotted thred, thrums, 
roſemary, walnut leaues, feathers,8c. the which 
he ſtill drinking of the bleſſed water, brought vp : 
and when hee could not fpeake, hee would make 
ſignes for that water, with the letting dovvne of 
vyhich, preſently he recouered his ſpeech. Well,on 
Thurſday,being (vrpus Chrijti day, about three or 
foure of the clocke I came againe, found the Child 
in great extremities, continually heauing vp, and 
in this time he had brought vp 11. pinnes, and a 
knittingneedle folded vp in diuers folds. On Fri- 
day next,he brought vp the laſt pinne. I told them 
that I vvas glad that hee brought vp moſt of thoſe 

things 


CO 
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things in my abſence, that well they might ſee that 
really they came from him,and that it was no col- 
luſion of vs. On Saturday night finding the Boy 
to my thinking ſomewhat obſtinate ; I, before the 
Parents,wiſhed him not to be deluded by the E. 
nemie, but that ifhe ſpake any thing within him, 
he would impart itto vs, that wee might counſel! 
him for the beſt. A great while the Child would 
not heare vs,yet at length hce ſaid, hee would nor 
tell vs before all the company. I asking then to 
whom he would tell it, he anſwered, to your ſelfe, 
{> the others would leaue you : hee gaue mce leaue 
after to {ignifie vnto his Parents, ſiſters, and bro- 


thers thus much: Firft,that the ſpirit bade himngr rhe zo cets 


to hearken to me in any caſe. Secondly, that the 
Witch ſaid,that ſhee would make an cnd of him, 
and that ſhe would bring in othergates things into 
him,ifit were not for me, whom the called a Ro- 
guiſh P. Thirdly, ſhee ſaid I deſtroyed all her 
good things. Fourthly, thee faid, that though I 
ſhould helpc him, yer thee would haue a ſaying to 
ts brothers and ſiſters. Fifthly, hee defired mee to 
tarry with him votill Munday, tor when I ſhould 
leauchim, he ſaid hee ſhould be rorne in pieces: 
whereupon I, according to the preſcript cf the 
Theſaurus Exorciſmorum, did bleſle fire, and did 
burn thoſe maleficzalia, Sorceries,thoſe filthy things 
that came from him; at ſmoke of which, and the 


fire thereofbeing temperate onely, andin a Cha- 


fing-dith,and the ſmoke onely of Frankincenſe, he 
would vehemently cry out that he was kiltcd, bur- 
ned.,and choked; though my owne felfe, and di- 

H 3 UCLs 


what the dinell 
and 71th If ay 
inhim, 


The markable 
deuotton of the 
Cb1ild, 


The foxce of ill 
company. 


Ze power of 
bleſſed things. 
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uers others were neerer to all then himſelfe. Act 
length hee ſeemed greatly to reioyce, and with 
great cagerneſſe dranke vp the ſmoke, ſaying that 
he ſaw his Enemies tormented. I wiſhed him then 
ro-pray for the Wirch,and for herconuerfion from 
that wicked lite ; which he did : then the Child did 
declare that now hee was perfealyhimſelfe, and 
deſired that his bookes, pennes, inke, clothes, yea 
thar cuery thing he had might be bleſſed ; withing 
his Parents, ſiſters, and brothers to bleſſe them- 
ſelues, and to become Catholicks; out of which 
faith,by Gods grace, he ſaid hee would neuer live 
ordye. On Sunday alſo I exorciſed him, bur di- 
uers Puritans reſorting to him, I could not haue 
conueniency to come till rowards night. All which 
day he had many fits,and I comming to him, lear- 
ned of him thar ſtill while the Paritans were in 
place on Saturday, as alſo at other times, hee ſaw 
the diuell aflault him in forme of a Black bird. 
Well,I perſiſted in exorciſing him, lefthim very 
well ſpeaking and merry, retired my ſelfe, hauing 
ſeene his meate and drinke bleſſed. They then at- 
rer giuing hima Syllibub, the ſugar whereof being 
not blefled, he preſently at the raſte thereof began 
gricuouſly to be tormented. Yea, though he loued 
Howers,yet if vnbleſt,hee would teare them in pie- 
ces, and diſtinguiſh them from others; and vn- 
bleſſed Raiſins he would ſay were too big for his 
mouth. I was fent for, and I had not charged him 
long,butat cach charge I did finde the diuell very 
much to tremble : I hoping of Gods eſpeciall af: 
{iſtance at rhat time,made the duuell to fwell in his 
mouth, 
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mouth, in ſigne of his preſence, and to expreſſe 
firſt by figne,how many were in him:which he did, 
holding vp three fingers. I cauſed them then, one 
by one,to deſcend into the great toe of the right 
foor.and at theentring thereof to ſhake it, and to 
ſtirre the legge; all which they did higher and 
higher,ro ſignifie how one was greater then ano- 
ther : then I cauſed the Boy to fpeake, who did ac- 
knowledge that hee would line and dyea Catho- 
licke, wiſhing father,mother,andall his friends to 
ſerue God: then I called vp the chiete Fiend, and 
did demand him toſhew himſelfe, who preſently 
puts forth the Childs rongue, and ſwelled the end 


thereof. Then I (all being Proteſtants, ſauing one A rarkvie 
Catholicke) commanded the diuell to ſhew by the 


ſheer before him, how he would vic one dying out 
of the Romane Catholicke Church 2 who very 
vawillingly, yet at length obeyed, tofling, pluck. 
ing,haling, and biting the ſheer, that it did make 
many to weepeand cry forth. Then I commanded 
nim to ſhew how hee did vſe Zather, 10ha Caluin. 
and 1obz Fox ; which vnwillingly he did performe 
after the ſame manner, but ina fiercer ſort. Then 
I commanded him to ſhew what power he had on 
a good Catholicke that dyed out of mortall finne > 
hee thruſt downe his armes, trembled, holding 
downe his head,and did no more. Heereupon the 
Parents were inſtant with me, preſently and out of 
hand to helpe the Child. Itold them that I did 
not doubt but by the power of Gods Church (on 
which I did onely relie, and not on any perſonal! 
vertue of mine owne) to caſt them our preſently. 


Bur 


T1 


A eonefture 
why the Child 
might bc poſe 


[eſ-d. 
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But I ſaid, I did feare that the innocent Child was 
puniſhed for the fins of his Parents, which might 
be for their lacke of belicfe ; which is a ſinne gzeat 
enough , fince without faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God, Yethereupon I ſaid ro his mother, 
Good woman, will you promiſe mee that you will 
become a Catholicke, if in your {ight I caſt out 
theſe diuels in forme of fire? ſhee anſwered, thar 
ſhe muſt conſider of that : then ſaid I, I am afraid 
this Chiid will not haue helpe; for, fearing the 
Child was puniſhed for her lacke of belicte,I 
doubred thar the cauſe remaining, the efte& alſo 
would remaine. Hereupon the Child gaue a great 
ſhricke,began to be vehemently tormented, grew 
obſtinate, in ſo much that I feared another diuell 
was entred, I exorcized him alfoa long time: but 
the diuell with the Childs voyce cryed,T he Lord in 
heauen,the Lordinheaucn. Along time I exorcized 
him,bur ſtill he was obſtinate, crying out, Father, 
mother, helpe me, helpe me, ſaying that I killed 
bim : and when I gently ſtrooke him on the head 
with a ſoft ribbon bleſſed, he yelled forth that I kil- 
ted him,curſing me,ſaying, A poxe of God light 
on the P. ſaying moreouer, I will nener bee 
conuerted ; to which word a Proteſtant then by, 
tat had ſeenc all,replied,Tnou wilt then do worſe. 


The chiid being Here I commanded the diuell that ſpake, to ſhew 


himfeilfe, denics 
all :hed:;uell bad 


himſelfe in the tongue, who comming forth as out 


v::eredLybis Ofa trance,] asked him gently,whether he had vt- 


167 24 ; 


tered any of theſe words? he vtterly denied to haue 
ſpoken them, asking forgiueneſle, ſaying, thar it 
was not hee that ſpake them; and affirming, by 

| Gods 
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Gods grace,thathe would be conſtant in the Ro. 
mane Catholicke faith till death, Then I called vp 
the wicked ſpirit, tooke his oth, that with trem- 
bling hee tendred to be obedient in all to lawfull 
Exorciſts, and not to hinder the eating, drinking, 
or ſleeping of the Child. Then it being almoſt 
three of the clocke in the morning, I retired to 
bed : thenexct day,being Munday,I came and told 
the Parents,that I had tarried there as long as I 
had promiſed,and as long as I well durſt for dan- 
ger,andas my promiſe to others would permit, 
bur promiſed them to come againe as ſoone as I 
could. The father then offered me the Child to 
diſpoſe of as I would. I told him Ihad no conue- 
nient place for that purpoſe; bur I ſaid,thatif hee 


would not deale with Witches and Sorcerers, T The reaſonwby 
would come as often as I could. The father ſaid, /7*'2 come 


he would ſeeke of 7zches,or of any other for help. 
I being ſorry to heare his bad reſolution, told him 
that I would not mingle God and the diuell 
together : and then got his promiſe that hee 
would not vic holy water and oyle bleſſed, if they 
meddled with W/:tches.Yet I heare,that he hath nor 
complyend with. his promiſe, in extremities of 
the Boyes fits, hauing recourſe to bleſſed things, 
ſaying, he will courſe him with them. Well, the 
ſubſtance of all this Ih haue heere written, at my 
comming away I declared before three Prote- 
Nants,and the Childs Parents, deſiring them, that 
if I didnotfay truth in all things, that they would 
challenge me therein. Then the Child being ina 
ſounding fit, anoynting him with holy oyle, I did 
: I bring 


I any more, 
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bring him vnto himſelfe, in ſo much that with a 
ſtaffehe walked vpand downe and ſince, hee did 
eate,drinke, {lcepe, and walke, hauing onely-ſhort 
firs, as I am fairhfully informed, yea till ſhortly af- 
ter they catertained many Witches and Sorcerers , 
notwithſtanding whoſe helpe ſought in vaine, hee. 
"is more grieuouſly tormented then cuer before, 
Here before my departure, the Parents of the child 
offering me money and gold,[ retuſed it, thanking 
them,ſaying,lt they would gine mee 20. pound, 
would not 1aue one penny : Charging them that 
they ſhould not indanger their owne foules, and 
the ſoule of the poore Bby, in ſeeking vnlawtull 
meanes. And thus on Munday was fortnight I 
left him : and the truth of this I muſt ſay with S. 
' Paul, that God knowes in all this I doe not te. 

Thus deſiring that all may ſucceed to Gods 
glory, the good of the Child, and the confuſion of 
all Sorceries and Charmes, which in my heart and 
ſoulc I dereft,[ leaue the Parents,Child.and thee, 
Chriſtian Reader,to the mercy of God. 

luly the firſt. 1620. 
Nen nob;s Domine,non nobis, ſed Nomin# tuo da Glorian, 


_ Yours in charity,loue,or 
in any good office, 


Thes Relation was publiſh:d by the Priefts themſelues, and 
delinrred by one of them,called Maſter Wheeler, 5nto the 
bands of Maſter Thomas Nechils Gent.a Recuſant dwelling 
weere the aforenamed towne of Bilſon : as appeareth by his 
owne confeſſion upon oth, taken before the L. Biſhop of Conen- 
try and Lichfield; and added in the end of this Booke, 


& 


THE EGREGIOVS 
CVNNING OF THE BOY OF 
Bilſon, in countertciting himſelte to be 
bewitched, and poſſeſſed of 
the dinell, 


His Boy, being about thirteen yeres 
38 o1d (but for wit and ſubcilty farre 
Ze) exceeding his age) was thought 

LERS by diners, to bee poſleſſed of the 

275 Divell and bewitched, by reaſon 

of many ſtrange fits, and much 

diſtemper,wherewith he ſcemed to haue been ex- 
tremely affected. In thoſe fits hee appeared both 
deafe and blinde,writhing his mouth aſide, conti- 
nually groning and panting, and (although often 
pinched with mens fingers, pricked with necdles, 

tickledalſo on his fides,and once whipped with a 

rod, beſides other the like extremities ) yer could 

he not be diſcerned byeither ſhrieking or ſhrink- 
ing,to bewray the leaſt paſſion or feeling. Our of 
his firs he rooke (as might bee thought) no ſuſte- 
nance which hee could digeſt, but together with 
it,did voyd and caſt out of his mouth, rags, thred, 
ſrraw,crooked pinnes,&c. Both in,and out of his 
fits, his belly ( by wilfull and continuall abſtinence 

I 2 defrat- 
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defrauding his owne guts) was almoſt as. flat as 
his backe, beſides, his throat was ſwolne and hard, 
his tongue ſtiffe and rolled vp towards the roofe 
ofhis mouth, in ſo much that hee ſeemed alwayes 
dumbe,ſaue that hee would ſpeake once in a fort- 
night or three weekes, and thatbut in very few 
words. | 
Two things there were which gaue moſt iuſt 
cauſe of preſumption that hee was poſſeſſed and 
bewitched ; one was, that hee could ſill diſcerne 
Zexe coche. when that woman (which was ſuppoſed to haue 
bewirched him ) was brought into any roome 
where he was,although ſhe were very ſecretly con- 
ueyed thicher, as was one time tryed before the 
grand [ury at Stafford: the ſecond, that though 
he would abide other paſſages of Scripture,yet he 
could not indure the repeating of that text, viz, 
Fob.1.3. In the bezinning was the Word,g&c. 10h.1,verſ. 1. but 
inſtantly rolling his eyes, and ſhaking his head, as 
one diſtracted, hee would fall into his vſuall firs of 
groning,panting,diſtraction, &c. In which plight 
he continued many moneths,to the great wonder 
and aſtoniſhment of thouſands, who fromdiuers 
parts came to ſee him, Thus much of his cunning, 


The meanes of aiſcouering his diſimulation, 


Summer Aſſes AT cheſummer Aſliſes held at Stafford, the tenth 
__—_— of Auguſt, Anno Dom 1620. the afore-menti- 
162, :% oned woman, ſuppoſed to-haue beene the Witch. 

was brought to her triall,before the R. Worſhipful 


Sir Peter Warberton, and Sir 1ohn Dames Knights, 


then 
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then his Maieſties Inſtices of Affize for that Coun- 
tie : before whom appeared ſome ſlender circum- 
ſtances, which were vulgarly eſteemed ſtrong 
Yroofes of Witch-craft ; but after ſome ſpeech, ma- 
nifeſting the idlenefſe of ſuch fantaſticall deluſi- 
ons, the woman was freed by the Inqueſt. At what 
time the 1dzes were pleaſed to commit the care 
and (if it might ſo be) the cure of the Boy vato the 
L.Biſhop of Conentry and Lichfield, then, and there 
preſent. 

When he had been with him at the Caſtle of 
Eccleſhall, about a moneth (much of which time his 
Lo. was neceſfarily abſeat from home) although 
divers ſympromes gaue iuſt cauſe to ſuſpect thac 
he did but counterfeit; as namely, the eafie and e- 
quall beating of his pulſe in his ſtrongeſt fits, his 
quiet reſtand {[cepe, commonly the whole night 
long, his cleere completion, and (which plainly 
tells every beholder thathis rongue lyed in faying 
nothing) his ſwallowing of whole morſels of bread 
without chewing, his ſpitting forth from him as 
naturally and perfe&ly as cuer hee could doe in his 
beſthealth, (neither of which could poſſibly bee 
done witha tongue turned vpwards, and doubled 
towards his throat,as he would ſeemeto haue it,) 
beſides,his ordinary comming forth of his firs al- 
wayes with one kind of lowd and large tunable 
grone: yet notwithſtanding his viuall caſting vp 
of his meate,his much faſting, and lanke belly, his 
patience,or( as it might rather ſeeme) ſenſeleſſe 
ſtupidity, in induring thoſe many prickings and 


violent extremities, without any ſigne of fecling, 
I] 2 did 


4 
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did argue ſome bodily diſeaſe and infirmity. 


Therefore it was, thatno experiment was vſcd 
on him, vatill that the indgemenr of ſome well ap- 
proucd Phyſiciax might be had, to deliver in what | 
ſtate his body then was : neuerthelefle,aftera long- 
ſome expeation of ſuch an one, an occaſion ot- 
fered ir ſelte, which required and exacted a more 
ſpecdy and preſent triall, 

The Father of the Boy (an honeſt Husbandman 
of ſufficient ability, innocentand ignorant of any 
practice in his child ) came with an Auntof his to 
ice him: when,being our of his fit, the Father ear- 
neſtly demanded whar might bee thought of his 
fonnes caſe,and whether he were poſleſſed,or nor ? 
Whereto it was purpoſely anſwered,thatnothing 
{cemed fo maruellous, or ſo much ro betoken any 
ſuch thing,as that at the hearing of thoſe words of 
the holy Goſpell of Saint 7ohbn, | 1n the beatnning was 
the Word,cc.] he ſtill vied to fall into his firs, For 
further proofe whereof, then -preſently in the Fa- 
thers hearing thoſe words were repeated; and ac- 
coraingly vpon the repetition thereof the Boy fell 
inſtantly into his fit. Lo(quoth his Fatherthen) 
doe you ſee ? what thinke you of this? This (faid 
the Biſhop ) doelI like very well; for vpon this muſt 
I begin ro worke. 

The ſame day in the afrernoone ( when word 
was brought that the Boy did ſpeake) diuers reſort- 
ing vnto him, the B:/hop calling for a Greeke 
Teſtament, ſaid vnto him; Boy, it 1s either thou,or 
the diuel,that abhorreſt thoſe words of the Galpel: 
and if it be the diuelli,he (being fo ancient a ſcholer 

as 


of the Boy of Bilſon, _ : 
as of almoſt 50-2. yeeres ttanding) knoweth and 
vnderſtandeth all languages in the world, fo that 
he cannot but know when 1] recite the fame fen- 
rence in the Goſpe!l ourof the Greeke text : bur if 
itbe thyſelfe, then arr thou an execrable wretch, 
who playelt the diuzls part, in lothing that part of 
the Goſpell of Chr:/#,which (aboue all other Scrip- 
tures) doth expreſle the admirable vnion of the 
God-head and manhood in one C4r75t and Saui- 
our; which vnion is the arch-pillar of mans falua- 
tion. VVherefore looke to thy ſelte, for now thou 
artto bee pur vnto triall; and marke dilig2ntly 
whether it be thatſame Scripture which ſhall bee 
read vnto thee at the reading whereof thou doeſt 
ſeemeto be ſo much troubled and tormented. 

Then was read vato him,in Greeke, the twelfth 
verſc of the firſt Chapter of-Sainr 7047s Goſpell, 
[3915 dad:eevrir,c) Which he ſuppoſing to be the firſt 
verſe,did accordingly.as hewas formerly wonr,fall 
into tne paſſion ofa trance. 

This fit being quickly paſſed ouer, next was read 
vnto him,in Greeke, the firſt verſe,being indeed the 
aforeſaid text (4,355 xy5;, 4 ec.) yethe ſulpetting 
that it was not the ſame texr, was not any whit 
troubled therewith. 

By this meanes was his notable fraud, in a man- 
ner,fully diſcouered,in ſo much that he ſeemed to 
be greatly confounded hcerewith : notwithſ{tan- 
ding, ſtaring with his eyes, and caſting his head 
on both ſides the bed,wheron he lay,thar he mighr 
diſlemble his diſfimularion the better, hee told the 
company y he was troubled atthe {fight of 2.mice. 


After 
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After this diſcouery, (tothe end that he might 


be freed from further triall, and bee ſent home a. 
gaine to his father ) hee complained of extreme 
{ickneſle.,and by writing, as well as hee could, did 
Ggnific that he had a great paine in his belly: and 


the morning following, making water in an Vri- - 


nall. his water was as blacke as Inke , for rhere 
were ſome that writ very legibly therewith. And 
ia the like ſort, two dayes following hee ſeemed to 
make water of the ſame colour. Which thathee 
mightthe more cunningly diſſemble, hee, inthe 
making thereof vehemently groned; and there- 
upon onecomming into the roome to him, the 
Boy did ſhew him his manner of making water, 
whereof a little remaine came then from him, of 
the ſame blacke tinure,which hee purpoſely had 
reſerued within the skinne,to make ſemblance that 
it ſocame immediately from him. 

Bur the third day following (which was the 
Lords day) by diligent watchfulneſſe , and other 
meanes which was vſed to obſerue him, hee was 
cſpyed mixing Inke with his Vrine, and nimbly 
conueying the Inkhome into a priuate place. 
When being ſuddenly deprehended in this his 
conueyance, after an earneſt, but louing exhorta- 
tion made vnto him,this deafe began to heare,and 
dumbe to ſpeake:andat the fight of his vngracious 
and godlefle practices,he braſt our into plentifull 
reares, confeſſing all,to his owne ſhame,and Gods 
glory. Which confeſſion ( before he had heard of 
the aforcſaid Relation of the Pries) hee made the 
ſame day,in manner following. 
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Y of whom hee had learned ſuch tricks - 
and coozening deuices? The Boy rey 
& colleCting himſclfe, anſwered as fol- 
LS loweth :In Lentlaſt (ſaid he) there 
met me,not farre-from 'my fathers houſe, anold 
man,who called himſelfe T homas( but his ſurname 
I cannot remember) hauing a' gray beard, rufſet 
apparell.,and carrying a cradle of glaſſes or pots on 
his backe, who ſaid vnto mee after this manner : 
«< Now,pretty Boy, where awelleft thou ? dof? thou goe 
&« 7p ſchoole ? If thou wilt doe as 1 ſhall teach” thee, thou 
&« ſhalt not need to goe toſchoole; for (faidhee) 1 can 
* teach thee ſuch tricks and feats, that the people that 
& (ee thee, ſhall beleene that thou art bewitched, and ſo 
&* ſhall lament andpitty thee, Whereupon I being 
K willing 
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willing not to come at {choole, for feare of whip- 
ping.was deſirous to learne ſuch tricks. By ayd by 
this old man began to teach me,firſt,how to grone 
and mourne; next,to roiland caſt vp my eyes, ſo 
that nothing but the white of the eye ſhould bee 
ſeene; after that,to wreſt and turne my necke arfd 
head both wayes towards my backe,then to gape 
hideouſly with my mouth, & grate with my teeth, 
to cling and draw in my belly and guts, to ſtretch 
out my legs,and clutch my hands: after thar;to put 
crooked pinnes,rags, and ſuch like baggage, into 
my mouth, that I might ſeeme ro vomit them vp. 
And although (ſaid he) that ſome folke ſhall pur 
thee to paine,by pricking, and pinching thee, yet 
thou muſt indure all patiently. After this ſort hee 
taught and learned me ſome fix ſeuerall times pri- 
uately ina Cloſe,where none could feevs. 

And further, that old man made mee belecue, 
thatabody ofleſſed could not indure'to;heare the 
firſt verſe of the firſt Chapter of S. 10b»sGoſpell, 
(viz. 1n the beginning was the Word, &c. ) and that 
therefore whenſoeuer I heard ic, then I ſhould fall 
into my fits. Beſides,hee willed mee chat I (hauld 
begin to doe theſe feats, when it ſhould next hap- 
pen that I ſhould be ficke: and that then I ſhould 
accuſe ſome one body or other (whom I had heard 
to be accounted a77tch ) to haue bewitched mee. 
And thereupon afterwards,ofmy ſelfe, I did accuſe 
one 7oxe Coxe, and was once minded to haue made 
my picture in clay, and to haue conueyed it into 
her houſe, for the better proofe of her bewitching 
me. 

Being 


\ 
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Being examined how long after it was thathee 
began to put theſe things into praftice, and vpon 
what occaſion? Hee anfwered ; Not long after, 
(which was about the Eaſter following) I began to 
be ſicke,and my father ſought helpe for mee in di- 
uers places: and then ſome Papiſts did perſwade 
him to ſecke forhelpe at the hands of fome Catho- 
licke Prieſ?s, But my mother did rather defireto 
haue ſome learned ſcholeror Diuine that was no 
Papiſt. Yet atlength, by their perſwaſtons, there 


was firſt brought vnto mea Pr:e#?, of an indiffe- 1, pri-p. 


rent tall ſtature,with long blacke haire, ina gree- 
niſh ſuit, his doublet opened vnder the armepits 
with ribbons, 

As ſoone as he came to me, hee drew a ſtone our 
of his pocket,and hanged it about my necke, fay- 


ing ſome Latipeprayers ouer me, putting alſo his 


finger into my mouth : whereupon I ſeemed to 
come out of my fir. After that,hee made holy-wa- 
ter,and witch-water, ſaying certaine prayers ouer 
them,and putting ſalt into the witch-water, Then 
he gaue me abotrlefull of the one of thoſe waters, 
(burcof which I doe not remember) and willed me 
now and then to caſt ſome of it ouer my bed; and 
himſelfe, with a little Ifop,did beſprinkle me there. ' 
with alſo. Beforc he went away, he ſaid certaine 0- 
ther Latine words or prayers ouer thoſe waters, 
(which to my remembrance) did thus ſound, Zzeſe 
eggſe atque famulo Dei G ulihelmo ante dammnanao, 

and more thereof I cannotremember, 
The next morning (as I remember) this Prieſ? 
came againe, at which time (becauſe I " ina 
K 2 OWCer 
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lower roome, where. many. people thronged-in to 


ſee me ) they remoued me into an vpper roome, 
more priuate and fitter for them to pray in, where 
they co.tinued and vſed the like meanes towards 
me, as they had done before, betwixta fortnight 
and three weekes ſpace, during which time I con- 
timed my wonted fits, Then ar laſt,this Prieſt ſaid 
that he could nothelpe me, becauſe hee wanted a 
booke, which hee ſent for vp to LZoxdon : but after 
that the book was brought, he then ſaid yhe could 
not helpe me, without the aide of another Prieſt, 
whom after that he brought with him. Hee was a 
ſhort big fat man,with blackith long curled haire, 
ina kind of ruflet coloured ſuite, with a ſword by 
his ſide. As ſoone as he ſaw me, he ſaid, that by the 
helpe of God and our Lady, and the holy Saints of 
heauen, he would either caſt the Diuell out of mee 
that night,or elſe it ſhould goe hard. And firſt, hee 
drew-ourt alittle booke of the bigneſleof a Pueriles, 
in which he continued praying,til about 1 1.a clock 
of the nighrt,and caſting holy-water on me. 

Then both theſe Przeffs went away, bur came a- 
gaine vnto mein the morning,and then they made 
as much holy-water as a pale could hold. Burt in 
the end they confeſſed that they could doe mee no 
good,withourt the helpe of a third Prieſt, whom 
they did ſend for by a Weauer of our towne. 


111, Prieff, 'About aweckeafter came the third Prieſt,being 


a reaſonable tall old man, in a horſemans coat, 
with long head-haire: before hee came to our 
houſe, he did ſay to the man that fetchrt him ( as I 
did heare) that if the ſpirits came to me,then . _ 

. EI VO obſeſt: 
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obſeſt ; but if rhey were within me, then I was poſ- 
ſet. The big far Priei# came in with this laſt 
Prieſt, and firſt hee put his finger into my mouth, 
and faid,that I was bewitchedat the tongues end; 
wherfore he bade me drink three or foure draughts 
- of holy-water, which I did: he taught mice alſo to 
pray to the Yizg7m Hary, and to my good Angel, 
and toall che Sazzts in heauen to helpe me. Then 
he waſhed my head, feer, and belly with the fame 
water, ſaying now and then-to mee, Thos art now 
ſomewhat better, Boy 7 and I would ſay, Tes, a little 
better. 

About the ſame time, my father comming one 
day home before ſupper, he asked mce whar I had 

ſeenc in my firs? and I told him that athing came 
rome in the likenefle ofa Black-bird, And now the 
Prieſt that came laſt vnto me, went out of towne, 
theſe three Prieſts hauing bin with me about three 
weekes, but could doe me no good, 

Abouta wecke after, came the big fat Prizft a. I, Prief. 
gaine, and held on his former courſe, ſaying, thar 
by Gods grace he would helpe me. Abour which 
time hee madea Sermon to certaine Catholickes 
which were with me, having a white Surpleſle on 
him,with a ſtole (as I remember they called it) a- 

bout his necke : his Text was, <1y fleſh is bread in- 
deed,and my blood s drinke indced. After his Sermon, 
heprayed with me as hehad vſed to doe: and then 
made another paleful of holy-water,wiſhing them 
to boyle certaine herbs in water,to waſh mee with. 
all; as Time,I{op,and ſuch like. 


Vpon the Sunday following,people came in ſo 
K 3 thicke 
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thicke toſee me, thatthe Pref? durſtnot preach ; 
and he intended to be gone the next day. 

His faſhion was,to bleſſe and crofſe all the meat 
which both rthemſclues and I did cate: fo that- 
when my mother once gaue-mee ſome of a Sylla- 
bub, which the Pr. had nor croſſed in the ſame 
manner, he told them that there was a Puritan ſpi- 
71; entred into 1t. 

Theſe three Prieſts dealt with mee at ſundry 
times, that] ſhould confeſſe my ſins vnto them : 
which I did ſometimes, when I liſted to ſpeake, 
but that was but now and then. They wiſhed mee 
alſo to turne to their religion , and that then I 
ſhould haue helpe. 

Vpon that Sunday night before that this fat 
Prieſt was to goe away, he ſaid,thatby the helpe of 
the bleſſed Y:rezn,and the Angels and Sarnts inhea- 
uen,he would caſt the Diuell out of me. 

Alittle after,he began to aske certaine queſtions 
of the ſpirit within me as firſt, what ſhould be. 
come of the Puritans when they dyed? and he told 
me, that if they went to hell, then the ſpirit ſhould 
rugand ſhake the bed-clothes : which I did doe 
after the ſame manner he bade me. Next, he asked 
what ſhould become ofthe Roman Carholickes,and 
if they ſhould goe to heauen? that then, inſigne 
thereof, [ ſhould lift vp my hands,which I did alſo. 

Then the Pref? ſaid, Come ont of thy fits, Will, in 
the name of the Father,and of the Sonne,and of the ho- 
ly Ghoſt : whereupon I ſeemed to come our of a 
fir, and then hee prayed by mee, and faid, thathee 
would caſt three diuels out of me that night, And 

ſo 
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ſo he hanged about my necke, and put vnder mine 
armea fine ſtole, wrought with great {iluer letters: 
and with the one end thereof, being very hard, hee 
did beate me abour the head and face, vntill to my 
thinking hee made mee blacke and blue, chafing 
& rubbing my neck with that ſtole, which was ſo 
rough,that it made my necke very ſore : and till 
he ſpake to the ſpirits within me,thus; Core ot ,yort 
Rozues, you Villaines, 1 charge you by God and the bleſ- 
ſed Virgin,and by all the Angels and Saints in heauen, 
that you ſuffer the Boy to eate, aud ſlcepe : and withall, 
he ſtamped with his feer, as he ſpake thoſe words. 
"Then he told my father that he would throw out 
thoſe three ſpirits one after another, ſo that they 
ſhould plainly ſee them come forth. And if hee 
ſhould doe fo, hee asked my mother whether ſhee 
would become a Catholicke, or no > She anſwered 
him that ſhe would conſider of it. Then,ſaid he,wil 
I alfo conſider whether I will helpe your ſonne,or 
no. 
But yet the Pref? continued as he had begun,and 
ſaid vato me,7f here be three Dinels in thee,then gine 
three knosks, in ſine thereof; and fo I did : but atthe 
biggeſt Diuell hee willed me to giue the greateſt 
thumpe, which I did atthe laſt. And ſtill the Prieft 
did beate me with his-ſtoale, 8 fo continued with 
me til about three of the clocke in the morning; — 
during which time, certaine Papiſts were ſentto wc. andſiuch 
pray with me,bringing hallowed candles with the, gras te 
Art the ſame time, the Prie/? rooke ſuch * things 1; _— : 
as I had ſeemed to vomit, and burning them with his mouth; as 
Frankincenſe, hee tookean old ruſty ford, and — _ 
ſaid needle, © 
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faida Latine prayer, reſembling it to the ſword 
wherwith Peter did cut off Malchz his earc:he allo 
did beate the ſame things with an hammer, beto- 
kening that hammer which- nailed Chrift ro the 
Crofle. 6 : 

The morning being come,the Przeſt was to. bee 
gone, and then my father ſaid vato him, Sir, Ice 
you can doe my Child no good, and therefore I 
muſt ſeeke for ſome other helpe. Yes ( ſaid the 
Prieſt) you will goe ſecke for helpe at witches to 
eaſe his body, but you care not tor damning his 
ſoule. But yet before he went away, hee did hallow 
more water,and then he departed, | 

And here the Boy was ſuffered topawſe, and 

repoſe himſelte, by reaſon of his weake- 
neſſe; and wasnot then further ex- 
amined till thenexttime. 


THE 


SDL CL SIN ICEO 
THE SECOND EX- 
AMINATION, AND ANSWERE 
of the ſaid William Perry, made vnto certaine 
_ other queſtions,which(vpon iuſt and ſpecial 
preſumptions ) were propounded unto him by 
the Renerend Father in God, Tno- 
MAS, Lord B. of Couentry and 
Lichfield, :takhex at Eccleſhall 
Caſtle,the 13. day of Oftob. 
Arno Dom. 1620. 


#&@|Irſt, it was demanded of him, that 
Þ| ſeeing the old man(called Thomas) 
perſwaded him that at length hee 
+ 1 f ſhould be cured by ſome Popiſh 
Us PO | Prieſt ; whether hee meant not ac- 
cerdingly in the end to ſceme to bee diſpoſſeſled 
by ſome, or one ſuch of them > 

He anſwereth,yes;and further,that thereupon he 
meant to become a Papiſt. 

Secondly,being asked,that if hee did meane fo, 
why then he would nor, after fo lony a time, and 
ſo great paines taken about him by thoſe Prieſts, 
yeeld to their Exorciſmes, and ſecmeto bee diſpol- 
ſefſed by their meanes? | 

Hee anſwereth, becauſe that much people did 
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reſort vnto him, and brought him many good 
things; asalſo for that he was not willing to goe 
to ſchoole againe: yetthat in the end his meaning 
was to be holpen by them. 

Thirdly,being asked that afterhce ſaw himſelfe 
halfe diſcovered, whether in his griefe and feare 
that all ſhould come to light, he hadnoran intent 
to doe himſelfe ſome bodily miſchiefe > 

He anſwereth, that he had for(ſaithhe)the Di- 
uell had * fteeled my heart, ſo that I carednot to 
hang my ſelfe; and had purpoſed to doe fo one 
night,butthatI was watehed,and hindred. 

Fourthly,being asked how ir could be thought 
that he ſhould be moued by any Papiſt, to charge 
a woman for bewitching him, which was her ſelte 
an obſtinare Recxſant > He anſwereth, that hee was 
moued by Thomas the old man, to lay iton ſome 
woinan ſo ſuſpected : but that onely of himſelfe, 
without the perſwaſton of any other,he named this 
* woman ; becauſe ſhe was4 womanill thought of, 
and ſuſpeced for ſuch like things. 

Being here put in mind of the defire, which for. 
merly before his diſcouery he had to be prayed for, 
as was accordingly then done, bur ( as at the ſame 
time was told him)not to driue the Diuell out of 
his body,but onely our of his foule,wherin the Di- 
uell had poſſeſſed him, by a diuelliſh obſtinacy of 
his heart,in faining himſelte to be bodily poſſeſſed 
ofthe diuell: And being further wiſhed to remem- 
ber how thatafter thoſe prayers he writ ona paper, 
that he had foundmuch eaſe thereby: He was here- 
upon demanded,whether he didnot as then png 

an 


of the Boy of Bilſon. 4. 
and refolue with himſelfe to make an end of his 
former courſe, and counterfeir practices ; and 
ſecme to be diſpoſleſſed by ſuch prayers ? | 

He anſwerezh, that it was indeed in his minde 
to doe fo, becauſe hee had then wearied himſelfe 
with diſſembling ſo long, and was alſo in feare to 
bediſcouered and found our. 

Andalbeit this waseafily diſcerned to haue bin 
his reſolution, yet (as was at that time told him) 
it became not the Profeſſors of ruth to imitate 
the Popiſh Przefts in ſuch caſes, who falſly arro- 
gated ro themſelues ſuch an Apoſtolicall power, 
by Exorcizing to expell Dznels, although it might 
(in mans opinion) much worke for the ebrifeng 
of God,cdifying of Chriſtian people in ourChurch, 
and alſo for the conuerting of Romiſh Recuſants 
vnato our trueReligion becauſe this ought to bee 
the profeſſion of Chriſtians, to ſecke to glorifie 
Him onely by ruth, who will bee worſhipped 7 
ſpirit and truth, 

And here was an end made of examining the 
Boy any further, 


Examinat, coram prafat, R4o 
Patre diits diebus, anno, &-toco; 
Preſente Ryc. Baddeley, Notario 
Pablico, 


L 3 NOW 


THE BOY OPF Birso x, 
his priuate and publike Acknow- 
ledgement, &c. 


 * Bilſon zn 

Staffordſhire, 
#5 aChappelrie S5 
within the pecu- $5Fo, 


Q 325 Ow after thoſe Popiſh * Prieſts were 
. l. & departed,and had left the Boy ( as be- 
har Inriſdiftion $ ; 


JC \ 
Whore. c=2 fore is confeſſed , and ſet downe) 


5; PLACE?) his Father ſought for further helpe 
aritgen im. REES . : 
70 ee wickedly, fo all in vaine) vntill ſuch time ashe was 
fets, thatitis broughttrom the rowne of Bz{ſon aforeſaid, vnto 
—_—_ Lichfield, before Do@or Maſter Chancellor of the 
infefled with Dioces; where he continued vnrill hee was carried 


Pojiſh Prieſts, to the Aſlizes at Stafford, and there by the 1udzes 


whofe ordinary £ 
"as Laing referred and left vnto the abone-named Reue- 


5. No marvel trend Father in God,the L. B:ſhop of the Dioceſle ; 


therejore if they who after avery ſhorttime ſent to 3B7lſor for him, 
made choyce C k F, F . , 
thereef,zs the And after his arriuall did deale with him,as former- 


fineſt aeſt wher- ]y in this diſcourſe hath been relared. 


in ts lay and . ON . 's : 
rates = Src Since which rime,the Boy, vpon laying to his 


addle and ſ4p- Charge the hainouſneſſe of that his offence, as be. 


—— _ ing blaſphemous, in reſpe& of C477, whoſe words 
Gurvcand rae in the Goſpe! he fainzd himſelſe to abhorre; and di- 
ly deceits. But uclliſh, in reſpe& of the Dzze!, whoſe perſon hee 
ms oe bs would ſcemeto bce poſſeſſedof; and alto murthe- 
iz the ſhell, nd TOUS, in reſpect of the poore Woman, whom he wil- 
pox gref lingly occaſioned to bee brought ( as much as in 
d:fareq, © bimlay) to thepoynt of death: He hath earneſtly 


bewailed 


by the meanes of Witches, ( but as 


Tye Boyes publike eAcknoWiedgement, 5c. 73 
bewailed theſe his finnes,and ( as after his firſt Ex- 
amination ) by prayer conceiued-by himſelfe,to 
ſuch purpole, craucd forgiuencſle at Gods hand 
for the ſame. 

So hauing continued at Eccleſhall Caſtle afore- 
ſaid,vntill he was perfe&ly recouered of his for- 
mer weakneſle, and benummed limmes, and thar 
his Parents were willing to diſpoſe of him other- 
waies, hee was finally brought againe to the laſt 


Summer-Aſſizes held at S:afferd, the 26. of Iuly, 
Anno 1621. where before Sir Peter Warburton, and 


Shimmer Allie 
x5 held at Staf- 


ford,19. Iacobs 


Sir Humfrey Winch Knights, his Maieſties Tuſtices R. 1631, 


of Aſſize, and the face of the County and Coun- 
trey there aſſembled, the Boy craued pardon firſt 
of Almighty Go4, then deſired the Woman there al. 


ſo preſcnr, to forgiue him; and laſtly, requeſted 


the whole Connirey, whom hee had ſo notoriouſly 
and wickedly ſcandalized, to admit of thar his fo 
hearty Confeſſion, for their ſatisfaQtion, 

And thus it pleaſed God to open theeyes of this 
Boy (that I may fo ſay) zo, with the clay of the 
Romiſh Prieffs lewd impoſtures; and ſputo, with 
the ſpittle of his owne infamy,to fee his crrors,and 


to glorihe the God of truth. 


Gloria fp Deo. 


L 3 THE 


THE EXAMINATION 
AND ANSWERE OF Trowas 


NzcntLs of Nechils, in the County of Stafford, 
Gentleman(a Recuſant) taken vpon oath before 
the R. Renerend Father in God Thomas L. 
Biſhop 2f Couentry and Lichfield, at 
Eccleſhall Caſtle, the 17. of Octob, 

Anno 1620. touching the afore- 
mentioned Relation of the 
Prieſts, of their proceedings 
with the Boy of 
Bilſon, 

TE@Eing examined whether hee knew a 
% written diſcourſe then ſhewed vnto 
him, touching the Boy of Bilſon, enti- 
a tuled and beginning thus;  farth- 
full Relation of the proceedings of &&c. 
andending in theſe words,7 ers 7z charity, loue, or 
any good office ? Hee anſwereth, that hee doth very 
well know,and remember the ſame. 

Being examined how hee came firſt by that diſ- 
courſe,or Relatzon,and from whom he had it > Hee 
anſwereth, that it was deliuered vnto him by a 
Gentleman, whom he met iourneying on the way 
towards Lichficld,whoſe name was Maſter Wheeler, 
as he told this Examinate. And, being further de- 
manded,he faith that he was as a man of a reaſo- 


nable 


-- oY 


Ll LY 


* The Examination and Anſwere, ec. 75 
nable ſtature,round.-faced, about fiftie yeeres olg, . 


and of a blackiſh complection. 

Being examined what further diſcourſe did at 
that rime paſſe betwixt them two, touching the 
ſaid Boy,called //illiam Perry £ He anfwereth that 
the ſaid Maſter Wheeler then told this Examinate, 
that he would acquaint him with the whole buſt- 
neſſe, concerning that Boy - whereupon hee gaue 
this Examinate a copie of the afore-named dif- 
courle or Relation ( having two copies at the ſame 
time abouthim) and willed this Examinate to get 
it copicdour, and to giue one copic thereof vnto 
one Philip Higgins of Weſtbromage Yeoman (as hee 
this Examinate remembers.) And further, that the 
ſaid Maſter Wheeler ſaid vnto this Examinarte, that 
wasno matter who ſhould ſee it. 

Being further examined what the ſaid Maſter 
Wheeler did at the ſame time acquaint this Exami- 
nate with, touching himſelfe > Hee confefleth that 
he cold him how that he did often vſe to reſort 
vnto the French Embaſſadour : that hee did 
know the Biſhop of Couentry and Lichfield; and fur- 
ther,that he was knowne to the Zord Archbiſhop of 


Canterbury. 
Tho. Nechils. 


Examinat', coram prafat, R%* 
Patre diets die, anno, & loco; P!a- 
\ ſente Ryc. Baddeley Notario Publ, 
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